
THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF IVANHOE 

 

Parish Priest:  

Father Jacob MST                                   
63 Wilfred Rd, Ivanhoe East                      
9499 5440                                                      
frjacob@bigpond.com 

 

Priest in Residence:                                          
Father Lasbert Sinaga 

 

Parish Secretary:                                          
Mrs Ruth Villani  

 

Parish Office Address:                                               
4 Waverley Ave, Ivanhoe 3079 

 

Parish Office Hours:                                       
Monday – Friday  9:15am - 5:15pm 

 

Parish Phone: 9499 1515                                 

Parish Fax: 9499 9959 

 

Parish Email: 
catholicparishofivanhoe@bigpond.com 

 

Parish Website: 
www.ivanhoecatholics.com 

Bookings: Baptism and Weddings       
Enrolments for First Reconciliation,           
First Eucharist and Confirmation                                             
Parish Secretary      9499 1515 

Mary Immaculate Hall:                                      
Contact: Parish Secretary  9499 1515 

Playgroup: 9.00-11.00am Wed & Thurs 
Contact: Liz Shearer 0411 345 664   
Email: liz.shearer1@gmail.com 

___________________________________ 
 

Parish Primary Schools: 

St Bernadette’s Primary School                  
Principal: Ms Kathryn Lowe                              
Address: 53 Stanley Street               
Ivanhoe West, 3079                                          
Phone:   9499 3914 
 

Mary Immaculate Primary School 
Principal: Ms Kerry Willcox-McGinnes       
Address: 9 Rockbeare Grove                
Ivanhoe, 3079                                                
Phone:   9497 1827 
 

Mother of God Primary School                   
Principal: Ms Louise McGrath                             
Address: 66 Wilfred Road                
Ivanhoe East, 3079                                         
Phone:   9497 1094 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR C 

30 April - 1 May 2016 

LATEST PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

Mary Immaculate Church 

Waverley Ave, Ivanhoe 

Mother of God Church 

56 Wilfred Rd, Ivanhoe E 

St Bernadette’s Church 

89 Bond St, Ivanhoe  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Rite of Enrolment:                                                        
We welcome the children and their families who have come to 
parish Masses for the Rite of Enrolment as part of preparation for 
Confirmation. On Wednesday 11th May there will be a Retreat 
Day at Amberley with school and parish students. There will also 
be a rehearsal for their Confirmation ceremony at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral on Friday 20th May. We keep the children and their 
families in our prayers as they prepare to receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on Sunday 22nd May at 2.30pm in the Cathedral. 

© http://aramis3massketeers.blogspot.com.au/2012/05/pentecost.html 
 

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES RITE OF ENROLMENT 
 

Parishioners Statement of Support: 

We believe in the life of God’s Spirit so much that we want 

to welcome you further into this community. We believe in 

the Mission of Jesus Christ and are ready to support you as 

you prepare to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Confirmation Candidates:    

I commit myself to join as fully as possible in the              
preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation. May the 
Spirit of God be with me and all those who help me            
prepare, especially my parents and family, and those           
responsible for this programme. 

 



PARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR 2016 
 

Monday 2nd May:                                                                                  
7.30pm: Baptism Preparation session at Parish Office                

Tuesday 3rd May: 

9:15am: Mass at Mother of God Church with Grade 3/4O 

4.15pm: Christian Meditation at Mary Immaculate Hall 

Wednesday 4th May: 

9:15am: Mass at Mary Immaculate Church with Grades  

              Prep, 1/2R and 1/2OB 

9.15am: Communion Service at Mother of God Church               
12.00 - 3.30pm: Outreach Social Afternoon at MOG foyer 

7.00pm: Confirmation Catechist Class 4, Mary Immac. Hall  

7.30pm: Mother of God School Representative Council 
8.00pm: Ivanhoe Churches Together, Baptist Church  

Thursday 5th May:  

9.00am: Liturgy Group at Parish Office 

9.15am: Communion Service at Mother of God Church 

Friday 6th May:  

9.15am: Mass at St Bernadette’s with Grade 3/4C                                                           

9.15am: Communion Service at Mother of God Church 
 

Saturday 7th May:   

10.00am: Reconciliation at Mary Immaculate Church 

6.00pm:  Mass at St Bernadette’s Church 
 

Sunday 8th May:    

9.00am: Mass at Mary Immaculate Church  

10.30am: Mass at Mother of God Church  

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
We remember Mike McGuire, Maria 
Mascia,  Ken Owen, Sheila Kinden, 
Nicoletta Mascia, Nazha Shamieh  
and Brenda McMahon who are in 
need of prayer  at this time. We also 
remember all who provide care and  

             support for those in need. 
 

DEATHS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
We remember Keith Smith and Bob 
Strickland who died recently.  We also 
remember Richard Erbacher, Denis 
Canty, Laura Benigno and Frank 
Provera whose anniversaries occur at 
this time. May they rest in peace. 

Recent deaths:         
We offer condolences to the families and        
relatives of Keith Smith and Bob Strickland 
who died recently. The funeral of Keith Smith 
was celebrated at Mary Immaculate Church 
last Friday.  

ROSTERS FOR THIS WEEKEND: 30 April - 1 May 2016 
 

St B’s Church:         Sacristan       Reader          Special Ministers  

6:00pm Saturday     J. Gray           K. Gillespie A. Pellizzari, Sister Carmel 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

MI Church:              Leader           Reader           Mass Coordinators      

9:00am Sunday       M. Sibillin A/P. Vaughan M. Gilbo               

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MOG Church:         Sacristan        Reader           Special Ministers 

10:30am Sunday    J. Taylor MOG School To be arranged by                 
 Mother of God School                           

                               Altar Society: MOG School  Choir: A. Pollard  

 ——————————————————————————————————–- 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND: 7 - 8 May 2016 
 

St B’s Church:         Sacristan        Reader          Special Ministers  

6:00pm Saturday     J. Gray            C. Dixon J. Gray, T. Nibali (o’seas) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

MI Church:              Leader           Reader          Mass Coordinators      

9:00am Sunday       K. Bator C. Nguyen S. & P. Kelly            
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MOG Church:         Sacristan        Reader          Special Ministers 

10:30am Sunday    M. Hoban M. Hoban R. Beltrame, I. Chiera                 
M. Chin                                                        

                              Altar Society: I. Chiera  Choir:  A. Pollard                                           

COUNTERS 7 - 8 May 2016 
 

St B’s Church:  M. Simpson P. Melvaine 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

MI Church:             P. Black P. Fanning 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MOG Church  J. Curry J. Hodge    
          

 

                   PARISH NEWS 

Confirmation Choir:                                              

Once again, we have the privilege of supporting 
the parish children by providing the music when 
they are confirmed on Sunday 22nd May, 
2.30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral. It is obvious 
that the choir at St Patrick’s Cathedral will need 
plenty of volume with many willing voices, and 
this year a couple of  veteran ‘choristers’ will 
not / may not be available. 

We intend to have two practices:                          
Tuesdays 10th May and 17th May, 7.30 - 8.30pm 
at Mary Immaculate Church - hence the long 
advance notice in the hope that you will be able 
to come to at least practice,  better - two                  
practices. Merle 9497 1691 or email:                  
merlegilbo@hotkey.net.au, or Parish Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:                                    

Fr Lasbert is available for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation at 10.00am Saturdays 7th May 
and 21st May at Mary Immaculate Church. 

First Friday 6th May: Mass will be celebrated at 
9.15am as normal by Monsignor Tom Doyle.             
PLEASE NOTE: No First Friday devotions   
after Mass on Friday 6th May. 

IN MEMORIAM 
  

The family of the late George Mokdissi have 
come to Mass at St Bernadette’s this week-
end to remember George who would have 
celebrated his 90th birthday at this time.    



NOTICEBOARD 

Welcome and Thank you:   
We welcome and thank Fr Michael Morgan who has 
come to the Catholic Parish of Ivanhoe to cele-
brates Masses at St Bernadette’s and on Sunday at 
Mother of God, and Fr Lasbert who celebrates Mass 
at Mary Immaculate. We sincerely thank Monsignor 
Tom Doyle and Fr Lasbert Sinaga who celebrate 
Masses during the week, and those concerned who 
ensure that all is in readiness for Masses in each 
church on weekdays and at weekends.   

2016 National Count of Attendance - Mass 
Counts:                                                                             
The 2016 National Count of Attendance (Mass 
Count) will take place over four weekends in May 
commencing weekend Saturday, 30 April -  1 May 
i.e. Weekends: 30 April - 1 May, 7-8 May, 14-15 
May and 21-22 May. The Mass Counts will include 
people of all ages, including children and babies 
who are present at Mass in each of our churches.     

Mass Count forms will be available next weekend  
for use by counters in each church.  

Completed Mass count forms  need to be returned 
to the Parish Office on Monday 23

rd
 May 2016.                                 

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance. 

Mother of God School Mass Sunday 1st May:          
We welcome the children from Mother of God 
School and their families who have come to be with 
us at the 10.30am Mass at Mother of God Church. 

 Mother of God School Open Day: 1st May from 
11am - 1pm at 66 Wilfred Rd, Ivanhoe East                  
Enrolments for Prep 2017 accepted. School tours 
available at other times by appointment.  

Outreach Social Afternoon:  

Our next Social Afternoon will be 
on Wednesday 4th May, from                  
12.00-3.30pm at Mother of God 

Church foyer, 56 Wilfred Rd, Ivanhoe East. Come 
for lunch, cards, scrabble, knitting or a chat with  
others. Everyone welcome. – Eileen & Sue  

Outreach Update for June 2016: 
As promised last week we can now confirm that on 
Wednesday, June 15 at 1.00pm in Mary Immaculate 
Hall we will screen the film The King and I, starring 
Deborah Kerr and Yul Brynner and featuring the  
glorious music of Rodgers and Hammerstein.  
The film will be followed by High Tea. Refreshments 
will be served throughout  and there will be a door 
charge of $15 per person. You are welcome to invite 
friends and come to brighten up the winter days. 
Please let the caterers know your intention to come.                                                   
- Sue, 9499 1485 and Eileen 9499 7120  

‘Melbourne Catholic’ magazine - MAY copy:                               
The May copy of Melbourne Catholic is available in 
each church to buy and take home. Cost $4.00            
Subscriptions can be made through Archdiocese 
Media and Communications Office:  9926 5758; or 
email: melbournecatholics@cam.org.au  

Mary MacKillop Centre Open Day:   Sat 7 May, 
10am–4pm at Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre, 362 
Albert St, East Melbourne. Visit the museum or St 
Mary’s chapel and join the optional walking tour at 
11am. The day also includes a special Mother’s Day 
morning or afternoon tea which is available between 
10.30am and 3pm for $5. Details: 9926 9300 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge:  Knox Public 
Lecture 2016:            Monday 16 May, 7.30pm 
Catholic Leadership Centre, Corner Victoria Pde 
and Hoddle St, East Melbourne. ‘From wandering to 
journeying: thoughts on a synodal Church’. Journey 
and pilgrimage are important themes in scripture 
and throughout Christianity. They provide a                
background for considering Pope Francis’ election 
in 2013, his decision to convene two Synods in 
2014 and 2015, his proclamation of the Year of  
Mercy in 2016 and his recent publication of the            
Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia - seeing all 
these as part of a process which is far from over. 
This gives a context for the recent proposal of the 
Australian Bishops to move towards a Plenary 
Council for Australia in 2020, seeing the preparation 
for the Council, its celebration and implementation 
as part of the same process, which seeks to make 
the Church more genuinely synodal in the way            
foreseen by Vatican II and treated more explicitly by 
Pope Francis. RSVP: By Wednesday 11 May to 
9412 3304 or jill.allen@ctc.edu.au  

Diversity within Unity - Wednesdays 18 May:                                                           
The Parish of St Gregory the Great, Doncaster will 
host a speaker’s evening on the Eastern Catholic 
Churches, in particular the Maronite Church - 
“Diversity within Unity”.  The evening on Wednesday 
18 May in the Parish Hall will commence with light 
supper of pizza and drinks at 7.00pm. To assist with 
catering, contact Doncaster Parish Office by Friday 
13 May: 9848 2395; or Doncaster@cam.org.au. 

Understanding the Gospel of Luke - Salvation 
for all Humanity with Fr Chris Monaghan 19 May:                                 
St Clement of Rome Parish invites you to hear             
Fr Chris Monaghan provide an overview of Luke’s 
Gospel on Thursday 19 May, 7 - 9pm at the Clifton 
Centre, Egan Drive, Bulleen. This can be a way of 
reflection and /or  an opportunity to take part in our 
Parish Scripture Study Program. Bookings / info:            
contact Cecilia Tan (Pastoral Associate) 9850 3262  

First Collection      Thanksgiving: Envelopes: $2,004.00    Loose cash: $600.45      Total: $2,644.00 

Project Compassion:  



CATHOLIC PARISH OF IVANHOE PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Bernadette’s  Primary School 

Principal: Kathryn Lowe 

Address:  53 Stanley Street 

                  Ivanhoe West 3079 

Phone:     03 9499 3914 

www.sbivanhoe.catholic.edu.au 

Mary Immaculate Primary School 

Principal: Kerry Willcox- McGinnes 

Address:  9 Rockbeare Grove  

                 Ivanhoe 3079 

Phone:     03 9497 1827 

www.miivanhoe.catholic.edu.au 

Mother of God Primary School 

Principal:  Louise McGrath 

Address: 66 Wilfred Road 

  Ivanhoe East 3079 

Phone: 03 9497 1094 

www.mogivanhoeeast.catholic.edu.au 

This newsletter is kindly sponsored by 

LONERGAN  Caring professional Funeral services at reasonable rates.  

FUNERAL   Secure Pre-paid Funeral Plan available 

SERVICE                           9489 8711  

 

VISIT THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF IVANHOE WEBSITE 

SUBSCRIBE NOW: www.ivanhoecatholics.com 

 

 ANZAC Commemoration Services Sunday 17th April:                                        
Children from our parish schools marched and community             
representatives, veterans and their families, the military, political 
and council members, along Upper Heidelberg Road to the War 
Memorial located opposite the RSL in Ivanhoe. 

Mr Fred Cullen, President of Ivanhoe RSL and a long-time                
parishioner, and Father Len (both pictured), spoke at the very 
moving ceremony which featured music, singing and the laying 
of wreaths. The children from Mother of God Primary School 
(pictured) laid a wreath in honour of this occasion.  It was won-
derful to observe the children's respect and growing under-
standing of the importance of the event.—J. Mancini 

 

ANZAC Day Mass at St Bernadette’s Church:                 
The ANZAC Day Mass at St Bernadette's Church at 8.00am 
on Monday morning poignantly brought together a dwindling 
number of ex-service people and/or family members with                 
other special local civic and parliamentary guests and a 
growing  number of parishioners. The ANZAC Mass was         
celebrated by  Fr Len Thomas and Fr Youn from the Korean 
community, and Mr Fred Cullen, Ivanhoe RSL President,  
presented the ritual ANZAC Commemoration. The social 
gathering afterwards was much appreciated and we sincerely 
thank the Outreach Group and others who provided  the            
opportunity to gather for refreshments after Mass. - J. Costa                              



THE CATHOLIC PARISH  

OF IVANHOE  

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER: YEAR C 

No. 18                                                                                                             30 April - 1 May 2016 

Entrance Antiphon:  
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it 
be heard; proclaim to the ends of 
the earth: The Lord has freed his 

people, alleluia. 

First Reading: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29    
Some men came down from Ju-
daea and taught the brothers, 
‘Unless you have yourselves cir-
cumcised in the tradition of Moses 
you cannot be saved.’ This led to 
disagreement, and after Paul and 
Barnabas had had a long argument 
with these men it was arranged that 
Paul and Barnabas and others of 
the church should go up to Jerusa-
lem and discuss the problem with 
the apostles and elders. Then the 
apostles and elders decided to 
choose delegates to send to Anti-
och with Paul and Barnabas; the 
whole church concurred with this. 
They chose Judas known as Bars-
abbas and Silas, both leading men 
in the brotherhood, and gave them 
this letter to take with them: ‘The 
apostles and elders, your brothers, 
send greetings to the brothers of 
pagan birth in Antioch, Syria and 
Cilicia. We hear that some of our 
members have disturbed you with 
their demands and have unsettled 
your minds. They acted without any 
authority from us, and so we have 
decided unanimously to elect dele-
gates and to send them to you with 
Barnabas and Paul, men we highly 
respect who have dedicated their 
lives to the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Accordingly we are sending 
you Judas and Silas, who will con-
firm by word of mouth what we 
have written in this letter. It has 
been decided by the Holy Spirit and 
by ourselves not to saddle you with 
any burden beyond these essen-
tials: you are to abstain from food             
sacrificed to idols, from blood, from 
the meat of strangled animals and 
from fornication. Avoid these, and 
you will do what is right. Farewell.’ . 
This the Word of the Lord:       
Thanks be to God 

Responsorial Psalm: 66:2-3, 5-6, 8        

(R.) O God, let all the nations 
praise you!    
 

1. O God, be gracious and bless us 
and let your face shed its light upon 
us. So will your ways be known 
upon earth and all nations learn 
your saving help. (R.)  
 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. (R.)  
 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O 
God; let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. 
(R.)  
  

Second Reading:                                    
Apocalypse 21:10-14, 22-23  

In the spirit, the angel took me to 
the top of an enormous high moun-
tain and showed me Jerusalem, the 
holy city, coming down from God 
out of heaven. It had all the radiant 
glory of God and glittered like some 
precious jewel of crystal-clear             
diamond. The walls of it were of a 
great height, and had twelve gates; 
at each of the twelve gates there 
was an angel, and over the gates 
were written the names of the 
twelve tribes of Israel; on the east 
there were three gates, on the 
north three gates, on the south 
three gates, and on the west three 
gates. The city walls stood on 
twelve foundation stones, each one 
of which bore the name of one of 
the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  
 
I saw that there was no temple in 
the city since the Lord God                  
Almighty and the Lamb were            
themselves the temple, and the city 
did not need the sun or the moon 
for light, since it was lit by the radi-
ant glory of God and the Lamb was 
a lighted torch for it.  
The Word of the Lord:                          
Thanks be to God 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me 
will keep my words, and my Fa-
ther will love them and we will 

come to them. Alleluia!  

Gospel:  John 14: 23-29  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If any-
one loves me he will keep my word, 
and my Father will love him, and 
we shall come to him and make our 
home with him. Those who do not 
love me do not keep my words. 
And my word is not my own: it is 
the word of the one who sent me. I 
have said these things to you while 
still with you; but the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you 
everything and remind you of all I 
have said to you. Peace I                  
bequeath to you, my own peace I 
give you, a peace the world cannot 
give, this is my gift to you. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled or 
afraid. You heard me say: I am go-
ing away, and shall return. If you 
loved me you would have been 
glad to know that I am going to the 
Father, for the Father is greater 
than I. I have told you this now               
before it happens, so that when it 
does happen you may believe.’                                               
The Gospel of the Lord:                           

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Prayers of the Faithful:                             
Lord, you bring peace when we are 

troubled:  Lord, hear our prayer                     

Communion Antiphon:                        
If you love me, keep my               
commandments, says the Lord,  
and I will ask the Father and he 
will send you another Paraclete, 
to abide with you for ever,               

alleluia.    

Next week: Ascension of the Lord 

1st Reading: Acts 1: 1-11                      
Resp. Psalm: 46:2-3, 6-7, 8-9                                                                          
2nd Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23                       

Gospel: Luke 24:46-53                  



 

 

 

 
 

           

 
Have you noticed how many books, films, television and radio programs harken back to yesteryear? 
‘Retrospectives’ are huge in the art world. Have you noticed when musicians play more romantic 
classical music in the first half and contemporary music in the second half that people leave at half 
time? It seems the public likes the art of the 19th Century more than that of today. Nostalgia is big 
business and we cannot get enough of it.  

 
Nostalgia literarily means ‘a yearning for home’. And if our artistic tastes reveal anything about who 
we are at present, maybe the home we yearn for is where things are clearer, roles are more   
defined, accepted harmony is developed and discord and dissonance is avoided – at least in public.  

 
In today's Gospel, Jesus says that as a result of our love for him and fidelity to his word, the Father 
will come and make a home with us. The image of God as homemaker is, sadly, not very developed 
in Christian spirituality, maybe because too many undomesticated men have had too much of the 
say for far too long! But this is an image that holds a lot for how and where we meet God.  

 
The best homes are places where we relax because we are ourselves, we are known and we know 
the others with whom we live. It's a common experience, for example, that when we have been out 
from our homes, as soon as we enter our front door we want to go to the loo. There is something 
intimate and familiar about our home that enables us to relax on many levels as we turn the key. 
Home is an earthy place where we don't get away with much and our vulnerability can be on  
display. Christian homes are particularly hospitable places, where Christ dwells in them to the de-
gree that dignity, love and forgiveness are present.  

 
A home, however, is more than a house in which people live. Homes need work and attention.  
A friend of mine says memories rarely just happen, they need to be created. That's the sort of  
attention to a family's life that turns a house into a home.  

 
And this is the world in which God enters our lives. God wants us to be relaxed and vulnerable in 
God’s presence. We don't need to put on a show or say what we think God wants to hear, that's a 
theatre where we preform, not a home where we know each other. Easter faith is about being  
comfortable and intimate, about being who we are, rather than the persona we would prefer God to 
see.  

 
As with most of our homes, being at home with God has its ups and downs, days when we think we 
cannot bear to stay one more moment, other days where we could never imagine being anywhere 
else and then most days where we are neither up nor down and we just get on with the routine of 
our lives. God the homemaker remains faithful through it all, offering the gift of Easter peace,  
sending us out to proclaim Christ's Kingdom, welcoming us home eager to learn how everything 
went and reassuring us always that while God is at home with us our hearts should never be trou-
bled and we are not to be afraid.  

 
For Christians, nostalgia is not about living in the past, it is about yearning for the sort of home 
where our heart truly is.  
 

                                            © Richard Leonard SJ Liturgy Help.com.au 

REFLECTION 


