THE CATHOLIC PARISH
OF IVANHOE
31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR C
No. 44
Entrance Antiphon:
Forsake me not, O Lord, my
God; be not far from me! Make
haste and come to my help, O
Lord, my strong salvation!
First Reading: Wisdom 11:22-1: 2
In your sight, Lord, the whole
world is like a grain of dust that
tips the scales, like a drop of
morning dew falling on the
ground. Yet you are merciful to
all, because you can do all things
and overlook men’s sins so that
they can repent. Yes, you love all
that exists, you hold nothing of
what you have made in
abhorrence, for had you hated
anything, you would not have
formed it. And how, had you not
willed it, could a thing persist,
how be conserved if not called
forth by you? You spare all things
because all things are yours,
Lord, lover of life, you whose
imperishable spirit is in all. Little
by little, therefore, you correct
those who offend, you admonish
and remind them of how they
have sinned, so that they may
abstain from evil and trust in you,
Lord.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 144:1-2, 7-11, 13-14

R: I will praise your name for
ever, my king and my God.
1. I will give you glory, O God my
King, I will bless your name for
ever. I will bless you day after
day and praise your name for
ever. (R)
2. The Lord is kind and full of
compassion, slow to anger,
abounding in love. How good is
the Lord to all, compassionate
to all his creatures. (R)

29 - 30 October 2016
3. All your creatures shall thank
you, O Lord, and your friends
shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of
your reign and declare your
might, O God. (R)
4. The Lord is faithful in all his
words and loving in all his
deeds. The Lord supports all
who fall and raises all who are
bowed down. (R)
Second Reading: 2 Thess 1:11-2:2
We pray continually that our God
will make you worthy of his call,
and by his power fulfil all your
desires for goodness and
complete all that you have been
doing through faith; because in
this way the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ will be glorified in
you and you in him, by the grace
of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
To turn now, brothers, to the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and how we shall all be gathered
round him: please do not get excited too soon or alarmed by any
prediction or rumour or any letter
claiming to come from us, implying that the Day of the Lord has
already arrived.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! God loved the
world so much, he gave us his
only Son, that all who believe
in him might have eternal life.
Alleluia!
Gospel:

Luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was
going through the town when a
man whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance; he was
one of the senior tax collectors

and a wealthy man. He was
anxious to see what kind of man
Jesus was, but he was too short
and could not see him for the
crowd; so he ran ahead and
climbed a sycamore tree to catch
a glimpse of Jesus who was to
pass that way. When Jesus
reached the spot he looked up
and spoke to him: ‘Zacchaeus,
come down. Hurry, because I
must stay at your house today.’
And he hurried down and
welcomed him joyfully. They all
complained when they saw what
was happening. ‘He has gone to
stay at a sinner’s house’ they
said. But Zacchaeus stood his
ground and said to the Lord,
‘Look, sir, I am going to give half
my property to the poor, and if I
have cheated anybody I will pay
him back four times the amount.’
And Jesus said to him, ‘Today
salvation has come to this house,
because this man too is a son of
Abraham; for the Son of Man has
come to seek out and save what
was lost.’
The Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ
Prayers of the Faithful:
God who welcomes those who
search for him:
Hear our prayer
Communion Antiphon:
You will show me the path of
life, the fullness of joy in your
presence, O Lord.
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading: Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14
Resp. Psalm: 16:1, 5-6, 8, 15
2nd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5
Gospel:
Luke 20:27-38

REFLECTION
Philip was getting ready to graduate from university. For many months he had admired a beautiful
sports car in a dealer's showroom, and knowing his father could well afford it, he told him he wanted
this car as a graduation gift from the family. His father did nothing. As his graduation day approached,
Philip awaited signs that his father had purchased the car.
Finally, the day after his graduation, his father called him into his study and told him how proud he
was to have such a fine son, and that he loved him. He handed Philip a beautifully wrapped box.
Philip opened the box and found a beautiful, leather-bound Bible, with Philip's name embossed in
gold. He did not even take the Bible out of the box.
Angrily, he yelled at his father and said, ‘Is this it? With all your money you give me a Bible?’ and
stormed out of the house, leaving the Bible behind. Philip’s family ran after him, but he jumped in his
car and sped away. He refused to answer his mobile phone, even when his family kept ringing it for
hours and hours.
Very late that night, when he had cooled down somewhat, he drove home to discover that his father
had suffered a massive heart attack and died two hours before. His father had a history of heart
disease. His furious and heart-broken mother told him to go and find the Bible which was the cause of
the scene that morning.
He found the Bible right where he had thrown it down on his father’s desk. With tears, he opened the
Bible and began to turn the pages. He came to a bookmark where his father had carefully underlined
a verse, Matt 7:11, ‘And if you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more shall your Heavenly Father in heaven give to those who ask Him?’
As he read those words, a car key dropped from the back of the Bible. It had a tag with the dealer's
name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had desired. On the tag was the date of his
graduation, and the words...PAID IN FULL. Philip broke down and sobbed.
How many times do we miss God's blessings because they are not packaged as we expected?
The Gospel we have just heard is often called, ‘the little man’s revenge‘. Zacchaeus was the least
likely person in Jericho to host Jesus at dinner. In fact, as this marvellous story goes, that was the last
thing on his mind as well. All Zacchaeus seems to have wanted is get a good look at Jesus who was
on a ‘walkabout’ in the village.
Jesus, however, seized the opportunity, given him by the actions of Jericho’s chief tax collector, to
teach everyone about how God’s Kingdom comes in extraordinary packages. Because of his job, the
local Jewish community would have hated Zacchaeus and yet Jesus does two things that welcome
into the family of God: he calls him by name and dines with him. Jesus might have gone in the door of
Zacchaeus’ home, but he brings Zacchaeus out through God’s door. He enables Zacchaeus to face
up to his extortion and wealth and to claim his salvation.
It’s the same with us. If only we have the eyes to see, the ears to hear and the arms to embrace,
Jesus comes to us through the most unusual people, times and places. We are his family, he calls us
by name and he dines with us as often as we choose to accept his standing invitation to this table. But
there’s a price tag: we are meant to be different people for this encounter, generous with all we have
to offer the world and transparent in all our relationships.
No matter how lost we are, how far up a tree we get stuck or even when we are consumed with regret
at the dreadful judgements we have made about the wrapping of God’s gifts, Jesus calls us by name,
invites us to his table and tells us that salvation. the car.
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