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Finding the ‘Real Presence’
in Lockdown
Before the destruction of the Jewish Temple in
Jerusalem in 70AD Jews had for hundreds of
years sought and found the ‘presence’ of God
within the Temple, hidden beyond the veil in the
Holy of Holies.
However, there were also times in ancient Judaism, before there was a temple, while wandering
in the desert, during periods of exile and at
times when the temple lay in ruins, when God’s
‘presence’ was found elsewhere.
Ezekiel was the great prophet during the Jewish
exile in Babylon (597 BC). This was the time of
the exiled Jewish community weeping by the
waters of Babylon because they could not wor-

sunday mass times
Saturday
Sunday

6.00pm
9.00am
10.30am

St. Bernadette’s
Mother of God
Mother of God

weekday mass times
Tuesday
9.15am
Wednesday 9.15am
Thursday 9.15am
Friday
9.15am

Mother of God
St. Bernadette’s
Mother of God
St. Bernadette’s

Sacrament of reconciliation
Every Saturday
 10.30am at Mother of God
 5.30pm at St. Bernadette’s

ship in Jerusalem and the
temple had been destroyed.
Ezekiel brings to his exiled
people an image of God
moving with and among his
People.
Such an image can also help
us to thrive in times of closure of places of worship
and lockdowns. Like the
exiles in Ezekiel’s time, worshippers during Covid Lockdown find themselves somewhat in
exile. For faithful Catholics, the situation is even worse since the
lockdown also restricts our reception of the sacraments, especially the reception of the Body and Blood of Christ.
Closed churches and online Masses beg
the question of how we can experience
the ‘real presence’ of Christ. Can that
presence be found in Mass streamed
online? A hot topic for liturgists and theologians who love to argue over how
many angels can fit on a pinhead.
The “full, conscious, and active participation” of the people during Mass, demanded by the reforms of the Second
Vatican Council, is a hot issue for liturgists during this time of online liturgy. In
this context, if you turn to a TV Mass with the same attitude that
you binge-watch the latest season of the Masked Singer, then this
is not a real act of liturgical participation. Of course, if you attend
Mass in church as a spectator, hoping to hear some nice music, to
see some of your friends, sit tight-lipped throughout, or avoid
interaction with fellow parishioners, then this is not the ideal
sense of participation either.
(Continued on page 3)

IVANHOE PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOLS
St Bernadette’s Primary School
Principal: Kathryn Lowe
53 Stanley St, Ivanhoe West 3079
Phone: 9499 3914

Mary Immaculate Primary School
Principal: Veronica Antrim
9 Rockbeare Grove, Ivanhoe 3079
Phone: 9497 1827

As a Catholic Community we respect the
Wurrundjeri people, traditional custodians of the
land upon which our parish
resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

PARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR
mass@Home - Parish Online Mass
Each weekend during lockdown there will be a Parish
Online Mass recorded from Mother of God Church.
Please go to our Parish Website or
www.ivanhoecatholics.com/fr-bill-streamed-mass
Saturday 2 October (Holy Guardian Angels)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website
Sunday 3 October (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website
Monday 4 October (St. Francis of Assisi)
Tuesday 5 October (Feria)
No Mass
9.15am Angelus & Coffee via Zoom (to join together
with other parishioners on zoom, phone or
email Fr. Bill for the link)
4.15pm Meditation Group meets via Zoom.
Info: Phone Kathy on 0438 530 324
Wednesday 6 October (Feria)
No Mass
Thursday 7 October (Our Lady of the Rosary)
No Mass
No Liturgy Group
Friday 8 October (Feria)
No Mass
Saturday 9 October (Holy Guardian Angels)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website
Sunday 10 October (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website

Plenary Council Begins This Sunday
From October 3 - 10, the Catholic Church in Australia
will gather for the first of two Assemblies of the Plenary
Council. The wider public will be able to observe the
Plenary sessions by tuning in to the daily livestream,
beginning with the Opening Mass in Perth on Sunday 3
October (2.00pm Melbourne time). Visit the Plenary
website for more details. Please keep the Plenary Council in your prayers, particularly over the coming weeks.

Parish Office - closed during lockdown
While our Parish Secretary is on extended leave the Parish Office will only be open on Tuesdays from 9am 2pm. At other times the best ways of communicating
with the office are:
1. Phone or Text Fr. Bill’s mobile: 0427 879 733
2. Leave a message on the office phone 9926 2310
3. Email: Ivanhoe@cam.org.au
4. Use the letterbox at front door at MOG Church.

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
Sick: Dal Bellio, Hong Zhou, Maria Kontos, Jan Hoyle, Tony Ridolfi, Svetka Vukic, Teresa O’Donnell
Recent Deaths: Janice McAuliffe, Alan Grainger
RIP Anniversaries: Jillian Champness
Names of the sick and the dead, for inclusion in the online
Mass must be sent to Fr. Bill by Wednesday evening.
Names on sick list remain for nine weeks (a Novena) unless otherwise advised. For privacy reasons people must
give their permission before their names can be included.

Last Week’s
Online Mass!
I apologise to those who
had difficulty tuning into
our online Mass last
weekend. We were unable to upload our Mass
to our website for reasons beyond our control. Our website provider had a technical meltdown that
effected its websites around the world. The IT world
brings us many benefits but like humanity it has its own
flaws and frailties.
Thankfully, those who receive our weekly parish update
by email were able to be advised on Saturday afternoon
of the problem and were given an alternative YouTube
link to enable them to join in the online Mass. If you are
not on our parish email list to receive these regular weekly updates this is one very good reason why you should
be. Send me an email and I can add you to our regular
updates - and communicate with you when there is
something we need to share with our parish online community.

BlueCross ‘Starfish Awards’
for our Pastoral Volunteers
Elizabeth Craven and Trudy de Luise, who are Parish Pastoral Volunteers at
BlueCross Aged Care
Facility in Waterdale
Rd, were worthy recipients of the facilities’
‘Starfish Award’ for
their commitment in
providing pastoral and
emotional support to
residents.
In addition to being part of our team who assist at our
monthly Mass at BlueCross, Trudy and Elizabeth visit residents each week providing pastoral and emotional support.

Last Weekend’s Collections
PARISH Collection

Total (Parish Account)

Envelopes:
Loose:
EFT:

$140
$10
$904
$1,054

PRESBYTERY Collection

Total (Presbytery Account)

Envelopes:
Loose:
EFT:

$150
$10
$258
$418

(Continued from front page)
Yet, liturgy is not just of human making, but also God’s
acting in the hearts and minds of the people. God’s presence can be encountered also in times of closure and
restrictions because God, too, is there where the people
find themselves. According to the prophet Ezekiel, God
has left the Temple to move to places where his presence
was even denied. If God is to be found not just in places
of worship, but also on the streets, in people’s homes, in
hospitals, in morgues, in the sufferings of people etc.,
then the full and active participation is expanded to the
entire creation and not just confined to the moments of
the reception of the sacraments.
Indeed, for St. Augustine, the whole world is the sacrament of God since He made everything. The closure of
our church buildings does not restrict the presence of
God but may be seen as a new opportunity for full participation in the mission of God if our lives are “clothed in
heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience” (Col 3:12). The reception of our spiritual communion during our online Mass finds here its
full meaning and expression – the ‘real presence’ of
Christ among us and within us – even in exile.

Parish Climate action Group
People of many faiths all over the world are deeply concerned about climate change, believing there is a strong
relationship between their views about climate action and
their faith based values.
ARRCC (Australian Religious Response to Climate Change)
and Greenfaith International are organizing ‘Faiths 4 Climate Justice’, a day of action on Sunday 17 October to
convey the message to COP26 that people of faith, all over
the world, want stronger action on climate change. They
suggest messages such as:
Protect Creation - Bold climate action by 2030 starting
now, For the sake of all beings—100% solar and
wind, Destroying the planet is against our religion – It’s
time to bury coal, People of faith say - No new coal or
gas. On the earlier day of action in March this year, we
had banners made (with generous donations from parishioners) and one of these has been hanging outside St Bernadette’s since then. For this upcoming October day of
action, schoolchildren at our two schools will be making
posters with messages they would want to send to
COP26. We plan to
take photographs of
their activity and their
posters and put them
up on the #Faiths 4
Climate Justice social
media where they’ll
appear along with
photos of the actions
all over the world.

Roadmap out
of Lockdown
The State Government’s
“Roadmap out of Lockdown”, announced recently is
a comprehensive proposal of slowly opening up our
community in line with vaccination rates within the
state. Dates are only indicative and nothing is set in
concrete but if we reach our vaccination targets by
the estimated dates the opening up of Parish activity may look something like this:
 From Friday 5 November: Normal Mass timetable
will resume,
Reconciliation
andhuman
Baptisms
can be
‘Let us dream
as a single
family’
celebrated.
 To attend a weekend Mass full COVID-19 vaccination will be required.
 To attend a weekday Mass full COVID-19 vaccination is preferred but may not be obligatory for all
weekday Masses.
 All liturgical ministers and rostered assistants
must be fully vaccinated.
We are still awaiting advice on the use of parish facilities for meetings and other activities.
As our lockdown continues, and our churches remain closed, please note the following:
 Our Parish Mass@Home is available each weekend






from noon on Saturday. Please go to our Parish Website or www.ivanhoecatholics.com/fr-bill-streamed-mass
For St. Patrick’s Cathedral’s online Mass service go to:
www.youtube.com/user/archmelb and on Sundays at
11:00am TV Channel 44 (previously known as C31)
There is a Prayer at Home liturgy printed in the Newsletter each weekend plus the Sunday homily
On our website, you can also access our weekly Children’s Liturgy
The Parish office will remain closed throughout this
lockdown period. Please contact Fr. Bill on his mobile
(0427 879 733) for any pastoral or administrative
needs.

Envelopes & Parish Giving
A reminder that your weekly offering envelopes may be
placed in the locked letterboxes at either MOG Church
or the MOG Presbytery - or just save them up until we
are allowed to return to Mass.
Those wishing to contribute to the
Parish and Presbytery Collections
via credit card can go to the Home
Page of our Parish Website and
click on the CDF pay logo.

This newsletter is kindly sponsored by

LONERGAN - RAVEN
FUNERAL SERVICE
Caring professional Funeral services at
reasonable rates. Secure Pre-paid Funeral
Plan available. Phone: 9489 8711

Electrician Based in Ivanhoe
Call Simon Dixon
on

9458 5882

Homily: Sunday 27 in Ordinary Time
VOTIVE MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
THE OPENING OF THE FIRST ASSEMBLY
OF THE FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL
OF AUSTRALIA
This Sunday, at 2.00pm Melbourne time, there will
be a Mass celebrated in St. Mary’s Cathedral Perth,
that will formally open the First Assembly of the
Fifth Plenary Council for the Catholic Church in
Australia.

That it is the first Plenary Council of the Australian
Church in over 80 years is something of an indictment in itself. An indictment
upon how our Church has
failed in creating structures
that encourage the participation of the People of God,
how we as a Church listen to
the voice of the faithful and
how we discern the will of
God for his Church.
It is perhaps even more
astonishing that this failure
of participation, listening and
discernment has occurred in
the wake and aftermath of the Second Vatican
Council and the dream of Pope St. John XXIII to
open up the Church, to engage with the world, and
to reimagine the Church as the People of God.
These failures are not just an issue for the national
Church. At a local level, many dioceses, including
our own, still do not have a Diocesan Pastoral
Council where lay people and the clergy can gather
together with their bishop to consult, discern and
input into governance and local mission so that
there might be real accountability and transparency. Indeed, because bishops have failed to mandate them, we still have parishes who do not have
local parish pastoral councils.
It is little wonder that there has been so much opposition to the proposed restructuring of our Archdiocese and its parishes into new ‘Missions’ whatever that may eventually entail. When, rather
than this restructure arising from the grass roots of
our parishes, or from diocesan wide consultation
with the People of God, it is delivered to us on a
silver platter from on high. A program, formed in
secret by a closeted bureaucracy and without consultation with the very people it will impact, and

delivered to us in the midst of a pandemic.
We have high hopes for this Plenary Council and
perhaps we are expecting too much. However, we
are a people of hope. Thousands of Catholics
across Australia have invested a great deal in this
Assembly. Invested their hopes and fears, their
faithfulness and voices, their prayers and dreams –
for a Church renewed, a Church reformed, a
Church willing to listen to what the Spirit is asking
of us as Church and how to live Church in today’s
world.
The agenda of the Plenary Council is wide ranging
and covers six themes of discernment: Conversion,
Prayer, Formation, Structures, Governance and Institutions. It will take great faith
and courage to unpack those
themes if our Church is to
move forward. Accepting
change and just criticism is
never easy for any of us.
Most of us have prejudices
theological, liturgical, political etc., all wrapped up in our
own pet ideologies. The most
liberal of us and the most
conservative of us can be
equally blind to the views of others – and deaf to
the voice of the Holy Spirit. That is why the real
work of this Assembly will be to listen and to discern. To put aside personal preferences, hobbyhorses, the status quo, and thus be open to what
God is asking us to be as Church. To allow the Holy
Spirit to recreate and reshape us, as Church and as
the People of God.
In Evangelii Gaudium, the Joy of the Gospel, Pope
Francis dreams of ‘a “missionary option”, that is, a
missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing
things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelisation of today’s world rather than for her selfpreservation.’
Let us all pray that under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit the Fifth Plenary Council of the Church in
Australia may bring that dream to fruition.
And may we play our part in participating in that
dream.
Come, Holy Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
Amen.

WEEKEND PRAYER @ HOME
Introductory Reflection
Today our liturgy is centred on the
Holy Spirit as the Church around Australia comes together in pray for God’s
blessing - and the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit - upon the first session of
the fifth Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in Australia which begins
this week.
We pray that the Lord will send down
the Spirit – opening our hearts and
minds – that we may be the Church and the people of God - that the Spirit
is calling us to be.
Antiphon
When the Spirit of truth comes, He
will teach you all truth, says the Lord.
Introductory Rites
 In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Lord Jesus, may your Spirit enlighten
our minds and open our hearts: Lord,
have mercy.
Christ Jesus, may your Spirit kindle
within us the fire of your love: Christ,
have mercy.
Lord Jesus, may your Spirit renew the
face of the earth: Lord, have mercy.
May Almighty God have mercy
on us, forgive us our sins, and
bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people
of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you
thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O
God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you
take away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us; you take away the sins of
the world, receive our prayer; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.
Prayer for this Week
O God, who care for your peoples
with gentleness and rule them in love,
endow with a spirit of wisdom those
to whom you have handed on authority to govern, that your people may be
led to know the truth more fully and

to grow in holiness according to your
will. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Reading Deuteronomy 30: 10-14
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people: 'Obey the
voice of the Lord your God, keeping
those commandments and laws of his
that are written in the Book of this
Law, and you shall return to the Lord
your God with all your heart and soul.

'For this Law that I enjoin on you today is not beyond your strength or
beyond your reach. It is not in heaven,
so that you need to wonder, "Who
will go up to heaven for us and bring it
down to us, so that we may hear it
and keep it?" Nor is it beyond the
seas, so that you need to wonder,
"Who will cross the seas for us and
bring it back to us, so that we may
hear it and keep it?" No, the Word is
very near to you, it is in your mouth
and in your heart for your observance.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
R/ Lord, you have the words
of everlasting life.
The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. The rule of the Lord is
to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the
simple. R/
The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart. The command
of the Lord is clear, it gives light to the
eyes. R/

The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding
forever. The decrees of the Lord are
truth, and all of them are just. R/
They are more to be desired than
gold, than the purest of gold, and
sweet are they than honey, than honey from the comb. R/

2nd Reading Philippians 2:1-4
A reading from the letter of St Paul to
the Philippians
If our life in Christ means anything to
you, if love can persuade at all, or the
Spirit that we have in common, or any
tenderness and sympathy, then be
united in your convictions and united
in your love, with a common purpose
and a common mind. That is the one
thing which would make me completely happy. There must be no competition among you, no conceit; but
everybody is to be self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be
better than yourself, so that nobody
thinks of his own interests first but
everybody thinks of other people's
interests instead.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
teach you all truth and bring to your
mind all I have told you. Alleluia!
The Gospel John 14:23-29
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.
 Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples: 'If
anyone loves me he will keep
my word, and my Father will
love him, and we shall come to
him and make our home with
him. Those who do not love
me do not keep my words. And
my word is not my own; it is
the word of the one who sent
me. I have said these things to
you while still with you; but the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will
teach you everything and remind you
of all I have said to you. Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I give
you, a peace the world cannot give,
this is my gift to you. Do not let your
hearts be troubled or afraid. You
heard me say: I am going away, and
shall return. If you loved me you
would have been glad to know that I
am going to the Father, for the Father
is greater than I. I have told you this
now, before it happens, so that when
it does happen you may believe.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Reflection
See Fr. Bill’s Homily included in the
newsletter.
Prayers of the Faithful
The Spirit brings new life to the Church.
Let us be open to the prompting of the
Spirit as we pray for our needs and
those of the Church.
For the Catholic Church in Australia as
we begin the First Assembly of the Plenary Council; that the Holy Spirit may
inflame the hearts and minds of all so
that we may experience a new Pentecost in this Great South Land of the
Holy Spirit. Lord hear us: R/
For the Plenary Council members who
are assembling around Australia for the
First Assembly: that their hearts and
minds are opened to receive the Holy
Spirit in all their conversations and
prayer. Lord hear us: R/
For our Nation: that this journey of discernment and listening of the Plenary
Council becomes a source of wisdom
and courage as we move into the future. Lord hear us: R/
As the Season of Creation draws to a
close on Monday with the Feast of St.
Francis of Assisi, may we cherish Creation and understand the interconnection of all life on the planet. Lord hear
us: R/
For those who are suffering: that they
will know the compassion and kindness
of Jesus by the outreach of all Christians. Lord hear us: R/
For healing mercies for Dal Bellio, Hong
Zhou, Maria Kontos, Jan Hoyle, Tony
Ridolfi, Svetka Vukic and Teresa O’Donnell; and for all who are suffering physical, mental or financial distress from
the COVID pandemic. Lord hear us: R/
For all those who have gone before us:
May their lived example as followers of
Jesus Christ be an ever present
memory that fires our own commitment to the Gospel message. For all
who have died recently, all whose anniversary occurs at this time and departed family and friends especially, Janice
McAuliffe, Alan Grainger, Deacon
Charles English and Jillian Champness:
May they share the eternal banquet
with all the saints of God . Lord hear us:
R/
In union with the prayers of Mary,
Mother of the Church, and all the
Saints, we offer the prayers and intentions that rest upon our own hearts …..
Lord hear us: R/

Our Father…..

whom the incarnation of Christ, your
Son, was made known by the message
Spiritual Communion
of an angel, may by his passion and 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present
cross be brought to the glory of his resin the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you
urrection, through the same Christ, our
above all things, and I desire to receive
Lord. Amen.
you into my life today. Since I cannot at
this moment receive you sacramentally Prayer for the COVID-19 Pandemic
at Mass, come into my heart, Lord Je- May we, who are experiencing the efsus, and remain with me forever. fects of the COVID-19 pandemic in AusAmen.
tralia and are coming to terms with a
new reality, remember the words of
Concluding Prayers
Almighty and eternal God, our refuge scripture “Be still and know that I am
in every danger, to whom we turn in God”.
our distress; in faith we pray look with May we, who as adults struggling to
compassion on the afflicted, grant eter- process what is happening in our
nal rest to the dead, comfort to mourn- world, remember children who are
ers, healing to the sick, peace to the fearful of a reality they cannot compredying, strength to healthcare workers, hend.
wisdom to our leaders and the courage May we, who complain about the scarto reach out to all in love, so that to- city of commodities, remember those
gether we may give glory to your holy who are working to maintain the supname. We ask this through Christ the ply chain.
Lord. Amen.
May we, who observe the long queues
May the Lord be with us to protect us. of those seeking support, remember
May he guide us and give us strength. those for whom there is no governMay he watch over us, keep us in his ment assistance or financial aid.
care, and  bless us with his peace. May we, who rely on essential services,
Amen.
especially those in the medical profession, remember all those working on
the front line.
May we, who work to end poverty,
promote justice and uphold dignity,
remember those living and working in
vulnerable communities.
May we, who are working from home,
remember those who have no employment or home from which to work.
May we, who have access to medical
facilities and services, remember those
who do not have basic health care.
The Angelus
May we, who are beginning to experiThe Angel of the Lord declared unto
ence border closures, remember refuMary:
gees who cannot return home.
And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. May we give thanks for those who are
Hail Mary, etc...
working to help or bring some kindness, joy or humour to others, showing
Behold the handmaid of the Lord:
Be it done unto me according to your us the light of Christ lives.
During this time of isolation as we close
word.
our doors, may we continue to keep
Hail Mary, etc...
our hearts open to our family, friends,
And the Word was made flesh:
local and global communities.
And dwelt among us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus.
Hail Mary, etc...
Amen.
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God:
Our readings are from the Jerusalem Bible ©
That we may be made worthy of the
1966 Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd. & Doupromises of Christ.
bleday & Com. Inc. Used by permission.

Let us pray.
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts; that we, to

Next Week’s Readings: Ord Sun 28

1st Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11
2nd Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13
Gospel:
Mark 10:17-30

