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1st General Assembly: Plenary
Council Concluding Statement
As we conclude the First General Assembly of
the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia, the process of discernment continues. From the opening Mass to the closing of the Assembly, our
prayer has been ‘Come, Holy Spirit.’ The call to
hear afresh the Good News of Jesus Christ
through a spiritual posture of ‘deep listening’ has
been a central element of the Plenary process.
This slow process of deep listening allowed
space for still nascent dreams and visions
to come to greater maturity.
The opening session each day began
with a Welcome to Country. Indigenous voices,
both young and old, paid respects to Elders past,
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present and emerging, welcomed the Members of the Council to
the day’s gathering, and invited all of us to a time of quiet and
prayer.
Over 300 participants gathered for six days, meeting virtually
across five different time zones, with many more following the
opening session of each day online. The gift of listening to one
another has planted promising seeds and raised important questions for us. Many described the small group conversations and
reports as the heartbeat of this 1st Assembly. Our
process of discernment requires time and space
for mature reflections to emerge, and further
spiritual conversations will be necessary in our
considerations of what God is asking of us at this
time.
As the many personal interventions demonstrated,
there is no shortage of passion and charisms among the community of believers. These interventions covered a wide range of the
complex realities of the Church and Australian society in this particular moment of our history. They expressed personal wisdom
and aspirations that have been a gift to this Assembly’s deliberations. Many elements of the Council’s Agenda were carefully considered. Discussion of other issues, including some not formally
on the Agenda, was initiated, and will require more time.
As participants in this Assembly, we have experienced and expressed the range of emotions that come with facing profound
issues together, holding in tension diverse interpretations and
expectations. Through prayer and reflection, we have been called
to be patient with the process, with each other, with the Church
and, most importantly, with the Holy Spirit. We listened to the
confronting and important voices of victims and survivors of
abuse in the Church. They reminded us of the great wounds and
failures of the Church and the continuing need to discern pathways of true healing and renewal.
The plain speaking of First Nations people has brought into even
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As a Catholic Community we respect the
Wurrundjeri people, traditional custodians of the
land upon which our parish
resides, and commit ourselves to
reconciliation and justice for all in
our community and nation.

PARISH WEEKLY CALENDAR
mass@Home - Parish Online Mass
Each weekend during lockdown there will be a Parish
Online Mass recorded from Mother of God Church.
Please go to our Parish Website or
www.ivanhoecatholics.com/fr-bill-streamed-mass
Saturday 16 October (Feria)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website
Sunday 17 October (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website
Monday 18 October (St. Luke)
Tuesday 19 October (Feria)
No Mass
9.15am Angelus & Coffee via Zoom: Info Fr. Bill
4.15pm Meditation Group meets via Zoom:
Info: Kathy 0438 530 324
Wednesday 20 October (Feria)
No Mass
11.00am Banyule Churches Together via Zoom
8.00pm Parish Finance Committee via Zoom
Thursday 21 October (Feria)
No Mass
No Liturgy Group
Friday 22 October (Feria)
No Mass
Saturday 23 October (Feria)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website
Sunday 24 October (30th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Mass online only - see link on Parish Website

Looking Ahead
19 Days to Go
Opening Up For Mass
Friday 5th November
November - Month of Holy Souls
The Month of Holy Souls, will soon be upon us. If you
wish to have a Mass offered for departed family and
friends please leave an envelope with the details in the
letterbox at Mother of God church or presbytery.

Anniversary Book for the Departed
Our parish has never had an All Souls’ Book that lists
departed family, friends and parishioners by date of
death. The purpose of the book is to give us a permanent record of anniversary dates so that those named in
the book can be remembered on their anniversary at
Mass. The new memorial book will also be regularly updated and on display in the new chapel being built on
the Mary Immaculate site. Please give names and dates
to Fr. Bill - via email, in person, or into the letterbox at
Mother of God church or presbytery. ASAP!

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
Sick: Dal Bellio, Maria Kontos, Jan Hoyle, Tony Ridolfi,
Svetka Vukic
Recent Deaths: Yu Wing Chiu, Alan Lewis
RIP Anniversaries: Fr. John Rogan, Vera Rahme, Bronwyn Stuart, Brian Overton, Raffaela Danza, Anne Tosolini,
Francesco Santangelo
Names of the sick and the dead, for inclusion in the online
Mass must be sent to Fr. Bill by Wednesday evening.

Parish Climate action Group
All Christians are called to be guided by the teachings and values of Jesus Christ. Right now, its incredibly important to take
action on some of these values and attend to the “cry of the
earth and the cry of the poor” as Pope Francis puts it.
The United Nations climate conference, COP26, in Glasgow,
starts on 31 October. (COP stands for Conference Of the Parties. COP26 is the 26thUN meeting on climate change.) There’s
plenty of actions you can take. Come and have a look at the
posters on the windows or doors of our parish churches. They’re posters made by our school children with messages for COP26. Google ‘Faiths 4 Climate Justice’ and look up our
‘Ivanhoe Catholics’ parish poster action. If you’re on Facebook
or Twitter search #Faiths 4 Climate, find photos of our parish
acton and support us by “liking” us, and any of the other actions worldwide.
There’s so many other actions you can take. Get on the mailing list or join some of the active climate and environment
groups, ARRCC, The Climate Council, ACF, Australian Parents
for Climate Action, the Laudato Si movement, (google any of
these). There’s often petitions to sign, prepared emails you can
send to the PM or politicians or business leaders, etc.
If you take action you’re in good company. On 4 October, Pope
Francis and about 40 faith leaders signed a joint appeal at the
Vatican that calls on governments to set climate targets and
take “..urgent, radical, and responsible action...Future generations will never forgive us if we miss the opportunity to protect
our common home. We have inherited a garden; we must not
leave a desert for our children...We plead with the international community gathered at COP26 to take speedy, responsible
and shared action to safeguard, restore, and heal our wounded
humanity and the home entrusted to our stewardship.”
Faith leaders from other Christian faiths, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, among others, joined the Pope in signing
the joint appeal, which was handed to the President of COP.

Parish Office - closed during lockdown
While the Parish Secretary position is vacant the Parish
Office will only be open on Tuesdays from 9am - 2pm.
At other times the best ways of communicating with the
office are:
1. Phone or Text Fr. Bill’s mobile: 0427 879 733
2. Leave a message on the office phone 9926 2310
3. Email: Ivanhoe@cam.org.au
4. Use the letterbox at front door at MOG Church.

Last Weekend’s Collections
PARISH Collection

Total (Parish Account)

Envelopes:
Loose:
EFT:

$160
$10
$1,192
$1,362

PRESBYTERY Collection

Total (Presbytery Account)

Envelopes:
Loose:
EFT:

$40
$10
$450
$500
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sharper focus the need for reconciliation with Indigenous
communities, as well as the need for justice and for the
healing of this land itself through an ‘integral ecology’.
In responding to the Agenda questions, we considered
ways of living as Church today. Many affirmed what they
value about their Catholic faith: spirituality, community,
prayer, liturgy and sacramental life, and service through
the vocation of all the baptised. Members spoke of the
ministries of pastoral care and education, health and
aged care, and the many social services and advocacy the
Church provides in the Australian community. These are
great gifts to a world that is seeking meaning and more
authentic living.
Other interventions expressed hopes for renewal, offering perspectives on what might be possible for a Church
facing crucial questions, tensions and uncertainties.
Many called our attention to the importance of enhancing the role of women in the Church. We heard the call to
conversion and fidelity, as well as to imagination and renewal. We were reminded of the needs of rural dioceses
and parishes, as well as those of large cities. We celebrated the gifts that the Eastern Churches bring to the Catholic community in Australia.
Often expressed through the lens of personal experience,
the discernment of this Assembly has threaded together
conversations about what the Church can offer today’s
world on the one hand, and how the world can inform
the ways and structures of the Church on the other. We
reflected on questions of leadership and governance in
light of Pope Francis’ call for us to be more synodal.
The missionary vision of Pope Francis has both inspired
and infused all the deliberations of this First Assembly.
Missionary discipleship has been a key theme, as has the
call to go out to the margins. Another recurring theme,
expressed in different ways, is the need for ongoing processes of ecclesial listening which can form and inform
how the Church lives its mission today.
The Assembly also considered how all people might feel
at home in our communities, regardless of their particular circumstances. Various voices drew our attention to
young people, women, single people, parents and families, people with disabilities, people with diverse experience of sexuality and gender, and others who feel, for a
variety of reasons, that there is no place for them. We
asked how a missionary Church might connect with those
who feel distant from the community of faith.
Each of these voices has been a powerful reminder that
the Church, as a sign of the kingdom of God, has the vocation of being an image of Christ and an icon of grace to
the whole human family.
With the closing of this First Assembly, the Plenary Council process now enters a time of prayer, reflection, maturation and development. This will involve continuing re-

flection by the Members of the Council, and consultation
with the wider Church community, as we develop propositions for presentation to the Second Assembly of the
Council next July. This will be coordinated with Australian preparations for the 2023 Synod, For a Synodal
Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission. In faith,
hope and charity, we entrust all these tasks to the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer remains,
as always: ‘Come, Holy Spirit. Come Holy Spirit of the
great South Land.’

Parish Roadmap
out of Lockdown
Dates are only indicative
and nothing is set in con‘Let us dream as a single human family’
crete but if we reach our vaccination targets by the estimated dates the opening up of Parish activity may look
something like this:
 From Friday 5 November: Normal Mass timetable will
resume, Reconciliation and Baptisms can be celebrated.
 To attend a weekend Mass full COVID-19 vaccination
will be required.
 To attend a weekday Mass full COVID-19 vaccination is
preferred but may not be obligatory for all weekday
Masses.
 All liturgical ministers and rostered assistants must be
fully vaccinated.
We are still awaiting advice on the use of parish facilities
for meetings and other activities.
As our lockdown continues, and our churches remain
closed, please note the following:
 Our Parish Mass@Home is available each weekend
from noon on Saturday. Please go to our Parish Website or www.ivanhoecatholics.com/fr-bill-streamedmass
 For St. Patrick’s Cathedral’s online Mass service go to:
www.youtube.com/user/archmelb and on Sundays at
11:00am TV Channel 44 (previously known as C31)
 There is a Prayer at Home liturgy printed in the Newsletter each weekend plus the Sunday homily
 On our website, access our weekly Children’s Liturgy
 The Parish office is closed throughout this lockdown
period. Please contact Fr. Bill on his mobile (0427 879
733) for any pastoral or administrative needs.

Envelopes & Parish Giving
A reminder that your weekly offering envelopes may be placed in the locked letterboxes
at either MOG Church or the MOG Presbytery - or just
save them up until we are allowed to return to Mass.
Those wishing to contribute to the Parish and Presbytery
Collections via credit card can go to the Home Page of
our Parish Website and click on the CDF pay logo.

This newsletter is kindly sponsored by
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Homily
Sunday 29 in Ordinary Time
James and John are effectively demanding the best
seats at the table! When they ask to sit at the left
and right hand of Jesus, they are
asking Jesus to name them as his
deputies. They’re looking to secure for themselves positions of
power and authority. The only
problem is that they have a completely messed up idea of what
it means for Jesus to enter into
his glory – messed up his image
and example of leadership – and
we have been messing it up in
the Church ever since.
For several weeks now, we have
been exploring a theme from the
Gospel of Mark that follows a
physical journey towards Jerusalem as well as a symbolic and
theological journey towards
what is going to occur in Jerusalem – Jesus’ arrest,
crucifixion and resurrection.
Throughout this journey, Jesus has been trying to
prepare the disciples for what is to come and educate them about what it really
means to be his disciple. Three
times Jesus tells the disciples
explicitly what lies ahead. Each
time the disciples fail to grasp
what Jesus tells them. Despite
occasional glimpses of insight,
the disciples still believe that
Jesus is going to rise up as a political or military figure – an allpowerful Messiah.
In a complete dismissal of this
sort of thinking, Jesus declares
quite forcefully that leadership
of this sort is not what he intends for himself, nor for those
who follow him.

Leadership in the Jesus model is about being of
service to others; it is not about prestige and acclamation. Not about power, lording it over others
and making your authority felt.
As we all know, many of the best leaders are those
who do not have any title of leadership or authori-

ty – no power or glory – or at least not as the
world sees it. Their leadership and authority come
from what they do, how they do it, how they live
it. They inspire others to follow their example.
They don’t demand it; they don’t bully; they don’t
play power games; they don’t
flaunt it. People simply want to
follow their example.
So what does it really mean to
practise the Jesus model of leadership - servant leadership? It
means placing the needs of others before your own desires for
prestige or authority. We’ve all
known people who have been
given a position of leadership
and they really only wanted the
job as recognition of their popularity; a thank you for previous
work done; an opportunity to
demonstrate their strength of
will or cleverness with words or
to exercise power over others.
Servant leadership is about collaborating; it’s
about listening; it’s about empowering other people to do their best; it’s about trusting others and
about rolling up your sleeves and getting on with
the job.
For us it is always about seeing
Jesus as our model.
The slavery – better translated in
our culture and context as service - mandated by Jesus, is a
loving service of liberation for
others. It shines forth in those
who live their lives for others –
for family, for community. Who
serve Christ present In the sick
and dying, the poor, the outcast
and oppressed. In being a voice
to protest injustice and the desecration of our planet and environment. It shines forth in those
who live the beatitudes: peacemakers, the humble of heart, the
merciful and compassionate. And if those virtues
underpin leadership – leadership is also accountable and transparent.
Anyone who wants to be great among you must be
your servant, and anyone who wants to be first
among you must be servant to all. Amen.

WEEKEND PRAYER @ HOME
Introductory Reflection
In today’s Gospel Jesus speaks of servant leadership. Some use their authority to oppress others and win glory for
themselves. They make their authority
felt. Others exercise their authority
lightly, using it to help others find their
true potential, and working together
in harmony.
Jesus describes his authority in terms
of service and self-sacrifice: he came
not to be served but to serve and to
give his life as a ransom for many. Let
us reflect on how we exercise authority within family, relationships, workplace, community and Church.
Antiphon
To you I call; for you will surely heed
me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear
my words. Guard me as the apple of
your eye; in the shadow of your wings
protect me.
Introductory Rites
 In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Lord Jesus, you
came to serve: Lord,
have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you
gave yourself as a
ransom for others:
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you show us mercy and
love: Lord, have mercy.
May Almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we
adore you, we glorify you, we give you
thanks for your great glory, Lord God,
heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us; you take
away the sins of the world, receive
our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you
alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Prayer for this Week
Most glorious God, in Jesus you show
us that your will is to save. Grant to us
your people the boldness to desire a
place in your kingdom, the courage to
drink the cup of suffering, and the
grace to find in service the glory you
promise. We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Reading Isaiah 53:10-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord has been pleased to crush
his servant with suffering. If he offers
his life in atonement, he shall see his
heirs, he shall have a long life and
through him what the Lord wishes will
be done. His soul's anguish over he
shall see the light and be content. By
his sufferings shall my servant justify
many, taking their faults on himself.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
R/ Lord, let your mercy be on us,
as we place our trust in you.
The word of the Lord is faithful and all
his works to be trusted. The Lord loves
justice and right and fills the earth
with his love. R/
The Lord looks on those who revere
him, on those who hope in his love, to
rescue their souls from death, to keep
them alive in famine. R/
Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The
Lord is our help and our shield. May
your love be upon us, O Lord, as we
place all our hope in you. R/
2nd Reading Hebrews 4:14-16
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we
have the supreme high priest who has
gone through to the highest heaven,
we must never let go of the faith that
we have professed. For it is not as if
we had a high priest who was incapable of feeling our weaknesses with us;

but we have one who has been
tempted in every way that we are,
though he is without sin. Let us be
confident, then, in approaching the
throne of grace, that we shall have
mercy from him and find grace when
we are in need of help.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Son of Man came to serve and to
give his life as a ransom for all.
Alleluia!

The Gospel Mark 10:35-45
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Mark.
 Glory to you, O Lord.
James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
approached Jesus. 'Master,' they said
to him 'we want you to do us a favour.' He said to them, 'What is it you
want me to do for you?' They said to
him, 'Allow us to sit one at your right
hand and the other
at your left in your
glory.' 'You do not
know what you are
asking' Jesus said to
them. 'Can you drink
the cup that I must
drink, or be baptised
with the baptism
with which I must be
baptised?' They replied, 'We can.' Jesus said to them, 'The cup that I must
drink you shall drink, and with the
baptism with which I must be baptised
you shall be baptised, but as for seats
at my right hand or my left, these are
not mine to grant; they belong to
those to whom they have been allotted.'
When the other ten heard this they
began to feel indignant with James
and John, so Jesus called them to him
and said to them, 'You know that
among the pagans their so-called rulers lord it over them, and their great
men make their authority felt. This is
not to happen among you. No; anyone who wants to become great
among you must be your servant, and
anyone who wants to be first among
you must be slave to all. For the Son
of Man himself did not come to be
served but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Reflection
See Fr. Bill’s Homily included in the
newsletter.
Prayers of the Faithful
Jesus spent his life among us in the service of all. In that spirit let us pray for
the needs of the whole human family.
For all who exercise authority within
family, relationships, workplaces, community and Church: May we all learn
from the example of Christ who came
among us as humble servant rather
than master. Lord hear us: R/
For the leaders of nations, that they
will take the decisive steps needed to
deal with the climate crisis and protect
the earth, our common home. Lord
hear us: R/
For public health workers engaging
with culturally diverse communities,
that they will help them respond effectively to the COVID challenge. Lord
hear us: R/
For young people struggling with mental health issues, that they will find the
personal companionship and professional help they need . Lord hear us: R/
For the poor of the world, that today’s
International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty will spark renewed efforts to
share the world’s resources justly with
them. Lord hear us: R/
For healing mercies for Dal Bellio, Maria Kontos, Jan Hoyle, Tony Ridolfi, and
Svetka Vukic; and for all who are suffering physical, mental or financial distress
from the COVID pandemic. Lord hear
us: R/
For all who have died recently, all
whose anniversary occurs at this time
and departed family and friends especially, Yu Wing Chiu, Alan Lewis, Fr.
John Rogan, Vera Rahme, Bronwyn
Stuart, Brian Overton, Raffaela Danza,
Anne Tosolini, and Francesco Santangelo: May they enjoy the eternal life won
for them by Christ. Lord hear us: R/
In union with the prayers of Mary,
Mother of the Church, and all the
Saints, we offer the prayers and intentions that rest upon our own hearts …..
Lord hear us: R/
Our Father…..
Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you
above all things, and I desire to receive
you into my life today. Since I cannot at
this moment receive you sacramentally

at Mass, come into my heart, Lord Je- Prayer for the COVID-19 Pandemic
sus, and remain with me forever. May we, who are experiencing the efAmen.
fects of the COVID-19 pandemic in Australia and are coming to terms with a
Concluding Prayers
new reality, remember the words of
Almighty and eternal God, our refuge
scripture “Be still and know that I am
in every danger, to whom we turn in
God”.
our distress; in faith we pray look with
compassion on the afflicted, grant eter- May we, who as adults struggling to
nal rest to the dead, comfort to mourn- process what is happening in our
ers, healing to the sick, peace to the world, remember children who are
dying, strength to healthcare workers, fearful of a reality they cannot comprewisdom to our leaders and the courage hend.
to reach out to all in love, so that to- May we, who complain about the scargether we may give glory to your holy city of commodities, remember those
name. We ask this through Christ the who are working to maintain the supLord. Amen.
ply chain.
May the Lord be with us to protect us. May we, who observe the long queues
May he guide us and give us strength. of those seeking support, remember
May he watch over us, keep us in his those for whom there is no governcare, and  bless us with his peace. ment assistance or financial aid.
Amen.
May we, who rely on essential services,
especially those in the medical profesThe Angelus
sion, remember all those working on
the front line.
May we, who work to end poverty,
promote justice and uphold dignity,
remember those living and working in
vulnerable communities.
May we, who are working from home,
remember those who have no employment or home from which to work.
May we, who have access to medical
facilities and services, remember those
who do not have basic health care.
May we, who are beginning to experience border closures, remember refuThe Angel of the Lord declared unto
gees who cannot return home.
Mary:
And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. May we give thanks for those who are
working to help or bring some kindHail Mary, etc...
ness, joy or humour to others, showing
Behold the handmaid of the Lord:
us the light of Christ lives.
Be it done unto me according to your During this time of isolation as we close
word.
our doors, may
Hail Mary, etc...
we continue to
keep our
And the Word was made flesh:
hearts open to
And dwelt among us.
our family,
Hail Mary, etc...
friends, local
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God:
and global
That we may be made worthy of the communities.
promises of Christ.
We ask this in
Let us pray.
the name of
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, Jesus. Amen.
your grace into our hearts; that we, to
whom the incarnation of Christ, your
Our readings are from the Jerusalem Bible ©
Son, was made known by the message 1966 Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd. & Douof an angel, may by his passion and  bleday & Com. Inc. Used by permission.
Next Week’s Readings: Ord Sun 30
cross be brought to the glory of his resst
urrection, through the same Christ, our 1ndReading: Jeremiah 31:7-9
2 Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6
Lord. Amen.
Gospel:

Mark 10:46-52

