THE CATHOLIC PARISH
OF IVANHOE
20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR C
No. 33

13 - 14 August

Entrance Antiphon: Ps 83:10-11

Responsorial Psalm:

Turn your eyes, O God, our
shield; and look on the face
of your anointed one; one
day within your courts is
better than a thousand
elsewhere.

(R.) Lord, come to my aid!
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry. (R.)

First Reading: Jer 38:4-6. 8-10
You bore me to be a man of strife
for the whole world.

The king’s leading men spoke
to the king. ‘Let Jeremiah be put
to death: he is unquestionably
disheartening the remaining
soldiers in the city, and all the
people too, by talking like this.
The fellow does not have the
welfare of this people at heart
so much as its ruin.’ ‘He is in
your hands as you know,’ King
Zedekiah answered ‘for the king
is powerless against you.’ So
they took Jeremiah and threw
him into the well of Prince
Malchiah in the Court of the
Guard, letting him down with
ropes. There was no water in
the well, only mud, and into the
mud Jeremiah sank.
Ebed-melech came out from the
palace and spoke to the king.
‘My lord king,’ he said, ‘these
men have done a wicked thing
by treating the prophet
Jeremiah like this: they have
thrown him into the well where
he will die.’ At this the king gave
Ebed-melech the Cushite the
following order: ‘Take three
men with you from here and pull
the prophet Jeremiah out of the
well before he dies.’
This the Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God

Ps 39:2-4,18

2. He drew me from the deadly
pit, from the miry clay. He set
my feet upon a rock and
made my footsteps firm. (R.)
3. He put a new song into my
mouth, praise of our God.
Many shall see and fear and
shall trust in the Lord. (R.)
4. As for me, wretched and
poor, the Lord thinks of me.
You are my rescuer, my help,
O God, do not delay! (R.)
Second Reading: Heb. 12:1-4
Let us bear patiently the struggle
placed upon us.

With so many witnesses in a
great cloud on every side of us,
we too, then, should throw off
everything that hinders us,
especially the sin that clings so
easily, and keep running
steadily in the race we have
started. Let us not lose sight of
Jesus, who leads us in our faith
and brings it to perfection: for
the sake of the joy which was
still in the future, he endured
the cross, disregarding the
shamefulness of it, and from
now on has taken his place at
the right of God’s throne. Think
of the way he stood such
opposition from sinners and
then you will not give up for
want of courage. In the fight
against sin, you have not yet
had to keep fighting to the point
of death. The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation: Jn 10:27
Alleluia, alleluia! ! My sheep
listen to my voice, says the
Lord; I know them, and they
follow me. Alleluia!
Gospel: Luke 12:49-53
I have come not to give peace,
but discord.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘I have come to bring fire to the
earth, and how I wish it were
blazing already! There is a
baptism I must still receive, and
how great is my distress till it is
over!
‘Do you suppose that I am here
to bring peace on earth? No, I
tell you, but rather division. For
from now on a household of five
will be divided: three against
two and two against three; the
father divided against the son,
son against father, mother
against daughter, daughter
against mother, mother-in-law
against daughter-in-law,
daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law.’
The Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ
Prayers of the Faithful:
God who loves and challenges
us: Hear our prayer
Communion Antiphon:
With the Lord there is mercy;
in him is plentiful redemption.
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading:
Resp. Psalm:
2nd Reading:
Gospel:

Isaiah 66:18-21
116
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13
Luke 13:22-30

REFLECTION
In our desire to affirm that the scriptures are inspired, it can be easy to forget that they come out
of the lived experience of a community of faith. Indeed, one of the things that is wonderful about
our belief in God's revelation is that it occurs within human experience. Today's Gospel is an
excellent example. Jesus predicts that one of the consequences of believing in him is that
divisions will follow.
We can tell from the whole text of Luke's Gospel that these divisions were certainly a part of the
earliest Christian community which wrote this book and that their faith in Christ led them to
confront some very tough issues: how could Gentiles inherit the promises made to the Jews;
why the rich members of the community had special responsibility to the poor; the centrality of
forgiveness in the Christian life; and what leadership role women should have in the earliest
Church. We know that fights over these issues and faith in Jesus as the Christ or the Messiah,
divided families and villages, cities, nations and a religious tradition.
This gospel is both a stark reminder of the costs involved in following Jesus and a comfort to us
in the church today. Sometimes we can domesticate the Christian community into a ‘feel-good’
society. Our religious words and actions, however, are always meant to have an edge; our faith
should ‘afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted’. If Christians at home, at work, in society
and on the international stage just go along with what is trendy or current because we’re
frightened of conflict or because we want to be seen to be part of the crowd, then we are not
worthy of this Gospel.
Sometimes when we hear Jesus use the metaphor of a blazing fire we can see a violent image,
but I am not sure if it has to be exclusively interpreted this way. Fire is sometimes necessary
and good to clear out the layers of undergrowth built up over time that smother the soil of a
forest and prevent new growth. Fire is a beacon that gives guidance and attracts attention. A
blazing fire can attract everyone to its light, warmth and power. So maybe this Gospel is a call
to purge the weight of old growth that can stop fresh thinking. Maybe it gives guidance to us in
the justice we are meant to live and the attention we must call to the needs of all God’s children.
And maybe it is a reminder that the life of our Christian community is meant to be attractive
through its gentle power and warmth. If the price we pay for witnessing to any of these values is
that we divide the crowd, so be it.
What’s comforting about this gospel is that it recognises conflict as a necessary part of the
Christian life. There are some who want to pretend that the followers of Jesus should never
disagree with one another or with those outside the Church. Conflict in itself, Jesus teaches us
today, is an element of our commitment to the kingdom of God. What marks out the way we
should disagree with one another inside and outside the Church, however, is that it is
conducted with charity, dignity, careful listening and compassion. Christians always look to put
the best possible interpretation on the opinions of those with whom we disagree and to be reconciled to those we have hurt, to heal divisions where we can.
May this Eucharist give us the courage to divide the crowd for the right reasons. May we be a
blazing fire that casts light on darkness where people are exploited and injustice smothers the
growth Christ wants to see in the human family. No one promised us that Christian faith was
ever going to be a picnic!
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