THE CATHOLIC PARISH
OF IVANHOE
21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR C
No. 34
Entrance Antiphon: Ps 85:1-3
Turn your ear, O Lord, and
answer me; save the servant
who trusts in you, my God.
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for
I cry to you all the day long.
First Reading: Isaiah 66:18-21
They will gather all of your people
from all nations.
The Lord says this: I am coming
to gather the nations of every language. They shall come to witness my glory. I will give them a
sign and send some of their survivors to the nations: to Tarshish,
Put, Lud, Moshech, Rosh, Tubal,
and Javan, to the distant islands
that have never heard of me or
seen my glory. They will proclaim
my glory to the nations. As an
offering to the Lord they will bring
all your brothers, on horses, in
chariots, in litters, on mules, on
dromedaries, from all the
nations to my holy mountain in
Jerusalem, says the Lord, like
Israelites bringing oblations in
clean vessels to the Temple of
the Lord. And of some of them
I will make priests and Levites,
says the Lord.
This the Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 116
(R.) Go out to all the world and
tell the Good News.
1. O praise the Lord, all you
nations, acclaim him all you
peoples! (R.)
2. Strong is his love for us; he is
faithful for ever. (R.)
Second Reading:
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13

The Lord disciplines those he
loves.
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Have you forgotten that
encouraging text in which you are
addressed as sons? My son,
when the Lord corrects you, do
not treat it lightly; but do not get
discouraged when he
reprimands you. For the Lord
trains the ones that he loves and
he punishes all those that he
acknowledges as his sons.
Suffering is part of your training;
God is treating you as his sons.
Has there ever been any son
whose father did not train him?
Of course, any punishment is
most painful at the time, and far
from pleasant; but later, in those
on whom it has been used, it
bears fruit in peace and
goodness. So hold up your limp
arms and steady your trembling
knees and smooth out the path
you tread; then the injured limb
will not be wrenched, it will grow
strong again.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation: Jn 14:6
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way,
the truth, and the life, says the
Lord; no one comes to the
Father, except through me.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 13:22-30
From East and West they will
come to take their place in the
kingdom of God.
Through towns and villages
Jesus went teaching, making his
way to Jerusalem. Someone said
to him, ‘Sir, will there be only a
few saved?’ He said to them,
your best to enter by the narrow
door, because, I tell you, many
will try to enter and will not
succeed.

‘Once the master of the house
has got up and locked the door,
you may find yourself knocking
on the door, saying, “Lord, open
to us” but he will answer, “I do
not know where you come from.”
Then you will find yourself
saying, “We once ate and drank
in your company; you taught in
our streets” but he will reply, “I do
not know where you come from.
Away from me, all you wicked
men!”
‘Then there will be weeping and
grinding of teeth, when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
and all the prophets in the
kingdom of God, and
yourselves turned outside. And
men from east and west, from
north and south, will come to take
their places at the feast in the
kingdom of God.
‘Yes, there are those now last
who will be first, and those now
first who will be last.’
The Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ
Prayers of the Faithful:
That we will respond to the Good
News: Lord hear our prayer
Communion Antiphon:
The earth is replete with the
fruits of your work, O Lord;
you bring forth bread from the
earth and wine to cheer the
heart.

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading:
Resp. Psalm:
2nd Reading:
Gospel:

Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29
67: 4-7, 10-11
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24
Luke 14:1, 7-14

REFLECTION
Gospel Reflection
This week’s gospel passage picks up one of the major themes that runs throughout the gospel of Luke:
the message of salvation is not reserved exclusively for the Jews, but is for all people; Jew and Gentile
alike. A number of times in this gospel, the writer makes a point of having Jesus relate this controversial
and fairly unpopular message to his audience. Today’s gospel makes clear that to gain salvation, you
have to do more than just show up! Like those knocking on the locked door and claiming friendship, we
can’t just turn up at the last minute and expect to be received. Salvation – entrance into the kingdom of
God – belongs to those who accept the message of Jesus and act on it for the rest of their lives.
The gospel makes plain to the Jewish people of the time that unless they accept the message of Jesus
and act upon it, they will get a terrible shock ('weeping and grinding of teeth') at the coming of the kingdom. Those who believe in name only will find themselves looking in from the outside and will see the
greatest prophets in the kingdom while they themselves are denied access. To further make the point,
they are told that people from east and west, north and south will be welcomed into the feast of the kingdom. References to people from the four points of the compass always indicate people from other lands
– non-Jews. Jesus tells his audience that people who are faithful to his message, even though they may
be Gentile, will gain salvation before anyone who thinks they deserve it because of their birth or title.
The kingdom must be earned through faithful effort, not by just turning up and claiming to be a believer.
Scriptural context – A gospel of the least
The gospel of Luke portrays Jesus as focusing his ministry on those considered the least in society. In
the Lukan version, the birth of Jesus is witnessed by lowly shepherds as opposed to the regal wise men
of Matthew’s version. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, it is the Samaritan outsider who responds
with compassion. The Lost (Prodigal) Son is welcomed back with great rejoicing. Zacchaeus, the
resented tax collector, is treated with acceptance and makes a conversion of heart. All of these stories
are unique to this gospel and paint a very particular picture of a compassionate Jesus.
Gospel Focus – First and Last
'Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and those now first who will be last.' These words of
Jesus carry with them a major thrust of his ministry in the gospel of Luke. Jesus reminds his audience
that their status in society means nothing when it comes to their status in the kingdom of God. What will
make people ‘first’ in the kingdom is their acceptance of Jesus’ message, their faith and their compassionate actions toward others. Jesus’ insistence on the inherent value of the ‘last’ in society must have
been a constant irritant to those who considered themselves ‘first’.
Living the Gospel – Consequences
To be Christian is more than a name; more than a title. If we put our hand up and claim the title of
Christian, then there are consequences that flow from that. Those who are disillusioned by religion frequently name hypocrisy as the major reason for their disillusionment. Sometimes, that’s an easy out.
We can’t all live like Jesus all of the time. However, we are called to take Jesus as our model of the
Christian life and to use his example as a guiding beacon. To call ourselves Christian is to try to be
Christ-like in all our actions.
Questions for Adolescents
Q. What is Jesus’ message about who can get into the kingdom of God?
Q. Why might the Jews of Jesus’ time resent non-Jews being accepted into the kingdom before them?
Q. When have you wanted to be part of something and not been allowed or able to participate?
Q. Does wanting to belong or be accepted always lead to good outcomes?
Q. From today’s gospel and reflection, what action can you commit yourself to for the coming week?
Questions for Adults
Q. How can today’s gospel be reconciled with a notion that the kingdom is inclusive and open to all?
Q. What is the message of the gospel for a modern audience?
Q. What are the observable actions of someone who is trying to live like Jesus taught?
Q. How would you answer someone who claimed that Christians say one thing and do another?
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