THE CATHOLIC PARISH
OF IVANHOE
22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR C
No. 35
Entrance Antiphon: Ps 85:3, 5
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for
I cry to you all the day long.
O Lord, you are good and
forgiving, full of mercy to all
who call to you.
First Reading:
Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29

My son, be gentle in carrying out
your business, and you will be
better loved than a lavish giver.
The greater you are, the more
you should behave humbly, and
then you will find favour with the
Lord; for great though the power
of the Lord is, he accepts the
homage of the humble. There is
no cure for the proud man’s
malady, since an evil growth has
taken root in him. The heart of a
sensible man will reflect on
parables, an attentive ear is the
sage’s dream.
This the Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 674-7. 10-11

(R.) God, in your goodness,
you have made a home for
the poor .
1. The just shall rejoice at the
presence of God, they shall
exult and dance for joy. O sing
to the Lord, make music to his
name; rejoice in the Lord, exult
at his presence. (R.)
2. Father of the orphan, defender
of the widow, such is God in
his holy place. God gives the
lonely a home to live in; he
leads the prisoners forth into
freedom. (R.)
3. You poured down, O God, a
generous rain: when your
people were starved you gave
them new life. It was there that
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your people found a home,
prepared in your goodness, O
God, for the poor. (R.)
Second Reading:
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24

What you have come to is
nothing known to the senses: not
a blazing fire, or a gloom turning
to total darkness, or a storm; or
trumpeting thunder or the great
voice speaking which made
everyone that heard it beg that
no more should be said to them.
But what you have come to is
Mount Zion and the city of the
living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem where the millions of
angels have gathered for the
festival, with the whole Church in
which everyone is a ‘first-born
son’ and a citizen of heaven. You
have come to God himself, the
supreme Judge, and been placed
with spirits of the saints who have
been made perfect; and to Jesus,
the mediator who brings a new
covenant.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation: Mt 11:29
Alleluia, alleluia! Take my yoke
upon you; learn from me, for I
am gentle and lowly in heart.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 11:1, 7-14
On a sabbath day Jesus had
gone for a meal to the house of
one of the leading Pharisees;
and they watched him closely. He
then told the guests a parable,
because he had noticed how
they picked the places of honour.
He said this, ‘When someone
invites you to a wedding feast, do
not take your seat in the place of
honour. A more distinguished
person than you may have been

invited, and the person who
invited you both may come and
say, “Give up your place to this
man.” And then, to your
embarrassment, you would have
to go and take the lowest place.
No; when you are a guest, make
your way to the lowest place and
sit there, so that, when your host
comes, he may say, “My friend,
move up higher.” In that way,
everyone with you at the table
will see you honoured. For
everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, and the man who
humbles himself will be exalted.’
Then he said to his host, ‘When
you give a lunch or a dinner, do
not ask your friends, brothers,
relations or rich neighbours, for
fear they repay your courtesy by
inviting you in return. No; when
you have a party, invite the poor,
the crippled, the lame, the blind;
that they cannot pay you back
means that you are fortunate,
because repayment will be made
to you when the virtuous rise
again.’
The Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ
Prayers of the Faithful:
In your goodness:
Lord hear our prayer
Communion Antiphon:
How great is the goodness,
Lord, that you keep for those
who fear you.
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading:
Resp. Psalm:
2nd Reading:
Gospel:

Wisdom 9:13-18
89:3-6, 12-14, 17
Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Luke 14:125-33

REFLECTION
Gospel Reflection
In the gospel of Luke, Jesus is accused of eating with sinners and tax collectors (Lk 15) and we have an
image of Jesus as always eating with the marginalised. However, today’s gospel account is a more
common occurrence: Jesus eating with a leading Pharisee and people of social importance. Although
Jesus is depicted as frequently dining in the houses of these well-to-do people, he was probably never
invited a second time! As in today’s account, Jesus made a habit of accepting the hospitality of such
people and then giving them a lecture about how they should behave and reminding them who was not
gathered around the table with them. Certainly the sort of actions that don’t see too many follow-up invitations!
The message he dishes out to the Pharisees on this occasion is about not thinking you’re more
important than you really are. He tells them that it is far better to assume a lower status and to be lifted
to greater prominence than it is to assume too much and have to be asked to step down to your proper
status. In first century Jewish society, eating was as much a political act as it was a social one. Who you
ate with was a reflection of your social and political position. To be invited to the head of the table would
reflect very positively on a guest whilst being asked to assume a lower seat would be humiliating.
Jesus’ final teaching in this account would have been outrageous to his audience. The thought of
inviting to a meal people who were in no position to reciprocate was absolutely ridiculous. But Jesus
encourages his audience to give to those who cannot repay – to be graciously generous just as God
gives without expecting anything in return.
Historical Context – Hospitality
In the first century, hospitality carried with it certain rules and expectations. If you were the recipient of
hospitality, there was an obligation on you to return hospitality if it were within your means. Hospitality
meant more than feeding people. It meant extending welcome to people even if you didn’t know them.
There was an obligation to extend welcome and hospitality to anyone who asked for it. Travellers knew
that they could enter a village and ask for a meal and a bed and they would be provided. Jesus
reinterpreted this obligation of hospitality and extended it to anyone in need.
Scriptural context – Humility and Honour
Jesus’ comments about taking the place of honour at a table are introduced as being a parable.
Because it is identified as a parable, we know that there is a richer meaning below the surface. In talking
about places at a feast, Jesus is referring to the kingdom of God. We know that Jesus has already
identified that the lowly in this world will be in a place of honour in the kingdom. His message is that
those who humble themselves in this world and give hospitality to the lowly will be lifted up – exalted –
in the kingdom.
Living the Gospel – What’s the cost?
Jesus’ message about humility is as relevant today as it was in the first century. It is part of human
nature to want to fit in and to want to belong. Sometimes we are tempted to seek this acceptance at any
cost. When our sense of belonging is achieved through the harming, humiliation or exploitation of others
then the price is too high. When our desire for the latest fashion comes at the expense of others being
able to simply live, then the price is too high. When we lift ourselves up by putting others down, then the
price is too high.
Questions for Adolescents
Q. Why would Jesus apparently insult his hosts by commenting on their behaviour during dinner?
Q. Why would the idea of inviting the poor, blind and lame to a meal have been ridiculous?
Q. If Jesus was telling this parable today, what image would he use instead of places at a meal?
Q. In what ways do you give to those who are in a position to return your generosity?
Q. What benefits come from giving something and expecting nothing in return?
Questions for Adults
Q. What role does status and position play in our world today?
Q. With which role or figure in the parable do you most associate?
Q. When have you had the experience of being humbled or being ‘put in your place’?
Q. In what ways do you humble or raise up – exalt – others?
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