THE CATHOLIC PARISH
OF IVANHOE
27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR C
No. 40
Entrance Antiphon:
Within your will, O Lord, all
things are established, and
there is none that can resist
your will. For you have made
all things, the heaven and the
earth, and all that is held
within the circle of heaven;
you are the Lord of all.
First Reading:
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4

The just will live by faithfulness.
How long, Lord, am I to cry for
help while you will not listen; to
cry ‘Oppression!’ in your ear
and you will not save? Why do
you set injustice before me, why
do you look on where there is
tyranny? Outrage and violence,
this is all I see, all is contention,
and discord flourishes. Then the
Lord answered and said, ‘Write
the vision down, inscribe it on
tablets to be easily read, since
this vision is for its own time
only: eager for its own
fulfilment, it does not deceive; if
it comes slowly, wait, for come
it will, without fail. See how he
flags, he whose soul is not at
rights, but the upright man will
live by his faithfulness.’
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm: 94:1-2, 6-9
R: If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.
1. Come, ring out our joy to the
Lord; hail the rock who saves
us. Let us come before him,
giving thanks, with songs let
us hail the Lord. (R)
2. Come in; let us bow and
bend low; let us kneel before
the God who made us for he
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is our God and we the people
who belong to his pasture, the
flock that is led by his hand.
(R)
3. O that today you would listen
to his voice! ‘Harden not your
hearts as at Meribah, as on
that day at Massah in the
desert when your fathers put
me to the test; when they
tried me, though they saw my
work.’ (R)
Second Reading:
2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14

Never be ashamed of
witnessing the Lord.
I am reminding you to fan into a
flame the gift that God gave you
when I laid my hands on you.
God’s gift was not a spirit of
timidity, but the Spirit of power,
and love, and self-control. So
you are never to be ashamed of
witnessing to the Lord, or
ashamed of me for being his
prisoner; but with me, bear the
hardships for the sake of the
Good News, relying on the
power of God. Keep as your
pattern the sound teaching you
have heard from me, in the faith
and love that are in Christ
Jesus. You have been trusted
to look after something
precious; guard it with the help
of the Holy Spirit who lives in
us.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God

Gospel:

Luke 17:5-10

If you had faith!
The apostles said to the Lord,
‘Increase our faith.’ The Lord
replied, ‘Were your faith the
size of a mustard seed you
could say to this mulberry tree,
“Be uprooted and planted in the
sea”, and it would obey you.
‘Which of you, with a servant
ploughing or minding sheep,
would say to him when he
returned from the fields, “Come
and have your meal
immediately”? Would he not be
more likely to say, “Get my
supper laid; make yourself tidy
and wait on me while I eat and
drink. You can eat and drink
yourself afterwards”? Must he
be grateful to the servant for
doing what he was told? So
with you: when you have done
all you have been told to do,
say, “We are merely servants:
we have done no more than our
duty.”’
The Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ
Prayers of the Faithful:
Lord hear us:
Lord hear our prayer
Communion Antiphon:
The Lord is good to those
who hope in him, to the soul
that seeks him.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! The word of
the Lord stands for ever; it is
the word given to you, the
Good News. Alleluia!

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17
Resp. Psalm: 97:1-4
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13
Gospel:
Luke 17:11-19
st

REFLECTION
Gospel Reflection
How much faith does one have to have? How much faith is enough? How is it possible to measure
one person’s faith against another?
When the disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith, what exactly were they asking of him? These
fishermen and nobodies chosen as disciples by Jesus must surely have had moments of realisation
that they were not the sorts of young men normally chosen by Rabbis to be disciples. They must
have looked around at the disciples of other teachers and seen that, by comparison, they weren’t
really in the same league. So they ask Jesus to increase their faith. What they’re saying is: make us
more like the sorts of people we think we should be. Jesus counters their request by telling them that
if they had faith the size of a tiny mustard seed they could accomplish great things. It’s not a matter of
how much faith one has but what they do with it. How much faith does it take to do great things?
Jesus says that it only takes the tiniest scrap of faith.
Jesus follows up this statement by pointing out to the disciples that no matter how small the amount
of faith, it carries with it a responsibility and duty to act upon it. One shouldn’t be looking for acclaim
and special treatment when one acts out of faith as that is simply what is expected. The gift of faith
carries with it a duty to live that faith and act upon it.
Historical Context – Servants and Slaves
When speaking about doing what is expected, Jesus uses the image of a servant or slave. Whilst this
image may be a difficult one for us, Jesus is simply using an image that would have held meaning to
his audience. The sense of doing what is expected without anticipating acclaim was best captured in
the time by talking about a servant or slave. This does not suggest that Jesus condoned the practice
of slavery or servitude – they were just cultural norms at the time. When Jesus spoke about these
matters it was only to ensure that slave and servants were treated fairly.
Scriptural context – A lesson for the disciples
For the last few months, in the Sunday gospel readings, we have been working our way through the
second half of the gospel of Luke. From the end of chapter 9 onwards, the gospel charts the journey
of Jesus towards Jerusalem. Throughout this journey, Jesus teaches his disciples and attempts to
prepare them for his departure and their need to step up and take on his ministry. Today’s passage is
an example of this instruction to the disciples. Jesus makes clear that they are being called to give
their lives to faith in service of others without expecting any return – just as Jesus does!
Gospel Focus – Faith
The disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith, but their question – and the reply given by Jesus –
does not make clear the faith that they want increased. Is it their faith in God; their faith in themselves; or their faith in the people they are called to serve? The response by Jesus suggests that, in
fact, it is faith in all these things. Faith in God and faith in self are intrinsically linked and Jesus makes
plain to the disciples that this faith must find its expression in selfless service to others.
Questions for Adults
Q. Why might the disciples have asked Jesus to increase their faith?
Q. When do you ever feel like the disciples: in need of more faith?
Q. When have you acted in service of someone else without expecting any reward?
Q. What opportunities exist for you to act out of faith without expectation?
Q. In what ways might the disciples have felt overwhelmed by the expectations of Jesus at times?
Q. Why is it impossible to ‘measure’ faith?
Q. How much faith is enough faith?
Q. Who are the ‘people of faith’ that you admire? What inspires you about them?
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