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Entrance Antiphon:
If you, O Lord, should mark
iniquities, Lord, who could
stand? But with you is found
forgiveness, O God of Israel.
First Reading:

2 Kings 5:14-17

Naaman the leper went down
and immersed himself seven
times in the Jordan, as Elisha
had told him to do. And his flesh
became clean once more like
the flesh of a little child.
Returning to Elisha with his
whole escort, he went in and
stood before him. ‘Now I know’
he said, ‘that there is no God in
all the earth except in Israel.
Now, please, accept a present
from your servant.’ But Elisha
replied, ‘As the Lord lives,
whom I serve, I will accept
nothing.’ Naaman pressed him
to accept, but he refused. Then
Naaman said, ‘Since your
answer is “No,” allow your
servant to be given as much
earth as two mules may carry,
because your servant will no
longer offer holocaust or
sacrifice to any god except the
Lord.’
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm: 97:1-4
R: The Lord has revealed to
the nations his saving
power.
1. Sing a new song to the Lord
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy
arm have brought salvation.
(R)
2. The Lord has made known
his salvation; has shown his

justice to the nations. He has
remembered his truth and
love for the house of Israel.
(R)
3. All the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the
earth, ring out your joy. (R)
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 7:8-13
Remember the Good News that
I carry. ‘Jesus Christ risen from
the dead, sprung from the race
of David’; it is on account of this
that I have my own hardships to
bear, even to being chained like
a criminal – but they cannot
chain up God’s news. So I bear
it all for the sake of those who
are chosen, so that in the end
they may have the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus and the
eternal glory that comes with it.
Here is a saying that you can
rely on:
If we have died with him, then
we shall live with him. If we hold
firm, then we shall reign with
him. If we disown him, then he
will disown us. We may be
unfaithful, but he is always
faithful, for he cannot disown
his own self.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! For all
things give thanks to God,
because this is what he
expects of you in Christ
Jesus. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 17:11-19

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus
travelled along the border
between Samaria and Galilee.
As he entered one of the
villages, ten lepers came to
meet him. They stood some
way off and called to him,
‘Jesus! Master! Take pity on
us.’ When he saw them he said,
‘Go and show yourselves to the
priests.’ Now as they were
going away they were cleansed.
Finding himself cured, one of
them turned back praising God
at the top of his voice and threw
himself at the feet of Jesus and
thanked him. The man was a
Samaritan. This made Jesus
say, ‘Were not all ten made
clean? The other nine, where
are they? It seems that no one
has come back to give praise to
God, except this foreigner.’ And
he said to the man, ‘Stand up
and go on your way. Your faith
has saved you.’
The Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ
Prayers of the Faithful:
That we will live in a spirit of
thankfulness:
Lord hear our prayer
Communion Antiphon:
The rich suffer want and go
hungry, but those who seek
the Lord lack no blessing.
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading: Exodus 17:8-13
Resp. Psalm: 120
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2
Gospel:
Luke 18:1-8

REFLECTION
There was once a parish priest who, with the passing of the years, had become a very difficult pastor.
The president of the parish council decided to write to the Bishop and ask for the priest's removal. The
Bishop reluctantly agreed, but insisted that the parish council arrange for a good farewell for the
departing priest, one with a strong spiritual motif. The council agreed. They planned an elegant farewell that would begin with the singing of a hymn.
At the farewell the president began, ‘For many years Father has been telling us that Jesus sent him
into our parish. More recently, Father has been saying that Jesus requires him to stay in our parish.
And, though he hasn't said it, I guess it follows now that Jesus has decided that it's time for Father to
move on from our parish. I'd like you all to stand and join me in singing what is now my favourite
hymn, "We give thanks to Jesus with all our hearts"!’
Have you noticed how the words 'please' and 'thank you' are less frequently used these days? Many
people seem to act and speak as though anything done for them is entirely their due; no recognition,
no please and no thank you. This should not come as a great surprise; there's been a rapid shift to
seeing many social institutions as commodities rather than services and we always want value for
money from commodities. My fear is that we are increasingly treating people as commodities as well.
By contrast, however, Christians are identified by asking for what we need and being grateful for
every blessing.
The Gospel of Luke was written about 60 years after the death of Jesus, most probably for the Gentile
community at Antioch in Syria. It has four major themes: compassion, healing, prayer, and the
outsider. Luke loves telling stories about the Gentiles, not only because they are outsiders, but also
because they often show up the faith of the Jews. The story of the ten lepers has Luke at his best.
Lepers were until this century treated as outcasts. Also, in Jesus' day, they were considered sinful
and ritually impure. If one touched a leper one incurred that same fate. The leper who comes back to
Jesus, however, was also a Samaritan! This guy can't win a trick! He is a leper, a Gentile and a
Samaritan. He would have been rejected and despised by everyone, even the other Jewish lepers.
The story of the ten lepers is not just about asking for what we need and being grateful when we get
it, as important as that is. In this rich and multi-layered story, Jesus does three things: he reaches out
to the untouchables of his day; he heals them and enables them to be welcomed back into the
community; he draws attention to the fact that the poorest of the lepers, a Samaritan, is the only one
who can recognise the source of the healing and has the humility to return and praise God for it.
As well as the virtue of gratitude, then, Jesus also announces that the Christian community is the
place where there is no such thing as an unclean or untouchable person. Jesus touches the lepers
and then goes about his business. In doing so he rejects centuries of ritual taboos. We are called to
do the same today. We are challenged to get our hands dirty with the most unclean groups of our
society, confront the assumptions that marginalise and oppress them, and defend their rights to
dignity and participation. Not surprisingly Christians who do this often report the same experience as
Jesus: they are staggered at the gratitude and faith of the people society has rejected.
May this Eucharist then be a celebration of the fact there is nothing in our life or in our world that
Christ won't touch and heal. All we have to do is say 'please' and 'thank you'. May it also give us
strength to go out and do likewise in the name of Him who has healed us, finding the humility to keep
singing that great old hymn, ‘We give thanks to Jesus with all our hearts’.

© Richard Leonard SJ Liturgy Help.com.au

