THE CATHOLIC PARISH
OF IVANHOE
30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR C
No. 43
Entrance Antiphon:
Let the hearts that seek the
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord
and his strength; constantly
seek his face.
First Reading:Sirach 35:12-14, 16-19
The prayer of the humble will
penetrate the heavens.

The Lord is a judge who is no
respecter of personages. He
shows no respect of personages
to the detriment of a poor man,
he listens to the plea of the
injured party. He does not ignore
the orphan's supplication, nor the
widow's as she pours out her
story. The man who with his
whole heart serves God will be
accepted, his petitions will carry
to the clouds. The humble man’s
prayer pierces the clouds, until it
arrives he is inconsolable nor will
he desist until the Most High
takes notice of him, acquits the
virtuous and delivers judgement.
And the Lord will not be slow, nor
will he be dilatory on their behalf.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 32:2-3, 17-19, 23

R: The Lord hears the cry of
the poor.
1. I will bless the Lord at all
times, his praise always on my
lips; in the Lord my soul shall
make its boast. The humble
shall hear and be glad. (R)
2. The Lord turns his face against
the wicked to destroy their
remembrance from the earth.
The just call and the Lord
hears and rescues them in all
their distress. (R)
3. The Lord is close to the broken
-hearted; those whose spirit is
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crushed he will save. The Lord
ransoms the souls of his
servants. Those who hide in
him shall not be condemned.
(R)
Second Reading: 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18
All that remains is the crown of
righteousness reserved for me.

My life is already being poured
away as a libation, and the time
has come for me to be gone. I
have fought the good fight to the
end; I have run the race to the
finish; I have kept the faith; all
there is to come now is the crown
of righteousness reserved for me,
which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give to me on that
Day; and not only to me but to all
those who have longed for his
Appearing.
The first time I had to present my
defence, there was not a single
witness to support me. Every one
of them deserted me – may they
not be held accountable for it. But
the Lord stood by me and gave
me power, so that through me
the whole message might be
proclaimed for all the pagans to
hear; and so I was rescued from
the lion’s mouth. The Lord will
rescue me from all evil attempts
on me, and bring me safely to his
heavenly kingdom. To him be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord:
Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation:
2 Corinthians 5:19

Alleluia, alleluia! God was in
Christ, to reconcile the world
to himself; and the Good News
of reconciliation he has
entrusted to us. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 18:9-14

The publican returned to his home
justified; the Pharisee did not.

Jesus spoke the following
parable to some people who
prided themselves on being
virtuous and despised everyone
else, ‘Two men went up to the
Temple to pray, one a Pharisee,
the other a tax collector. The
Pharisee stood there and said
this prayer to himself, “I thank
you, God, that I am not grasping,
unjust, adulterous like the rest of
mankind, and particularly that I
am not like this tax collector here.
I fast twice a week; I pay tithes
on all I get.” The tax collector
stood some distance away, not
daring even to raise his eyes to
heaven; but he beat his breast
and said, “God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.” This man, I tell
you, went home again at rights
with God; the other did not. For
everyone who exalts himself will
be humbled, but the man who
humbles himself will be exalted.’
The Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ
Prayers of the Faithful:
Loving God who is close to the
broken-hearted:
Hear our prayer
Communion Antiphon:
We will ring out our joy at your
saving help and exult in the
name of our God.
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading: Wisdom 11:22-12:2
Resp. Psalm: 144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14
2nd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2
Gospel:
Luke 19:1-10

REFLECTION
A well-known multi-millionaire once had a near fatal heart attack. After he recovered he was invited to
appear on a national television chat show to reflect on the experience. At one stage the interviewer
asked him, ‘Did you have a near-death experience after your heart attack?’ The multi-millionaire
pulled himself up to his full height and exclaimed, ‘I was clinically dead. I went to the other side, and I
am here to tell you there’s nothing there!’ In his case, of course, there might not be anything there, but
his response reminds me of the Pharisee in today’s Gospel.
One of the pitfalls of personal success is the arrogance that sometimes comes with it. The Pharisee
was, no doubt, a very good-living, devout man, but he made himself feel important by putting others
down. He even did this in his prayer, reminding God of just how good he was in comparison to others.
It’s a wonder he went to the Temple at all because he does not seem to need God. Like the
multi-millionaire, he trusts too much in his own righteousness.
On the other hand, it is a wonder that the tax collector turned up at the Temple too, but for very
different reasons. Tax collectors were despised in Palestine. They were Jewish functionaries used by
the Roman occupying army to extort the ferocious Imperial taxes from the local community. No
wonder he stays close to the back door of the Temple. He might have to beat a hasty retreat. But here
he is in prayer recognising the brokenness of his life and his need for God. This tax collector becomes
the model of right behaviour for Luke’s community.
There is nothing wrong with being devout and successful. Conversely, there are plenty of dangers in
doing a job that demands constant moral compromises, like being a tax collector for the Romans.
What Jesus notices is what the life situations of both these men do to them. Hence the social
outcast’s humility shows up the haughty Pharisee.
For far too long we have thought humility meant putting ourselves down, pretending we were
nobodies, worthy of nothing. This is not Christian humility. Being humble does not mean we hide or
minimise our God-given gifts, talents or resources. It means we honour others by sharing them,
enabling them to benefit from the goodness of God. Humility comes from the Latin word, humus,
meaning ‘close to the earth’. The tax collector lived close to the earth and so he was open to
conversion, to being lifted up by God. The Pharisee was so successful at being religious he was
closed to it. He had altitude sickness from taking the high moral ground.
Most of us find ourselves in between these extremes.
May this weekly Eucharist ground us enough that we open ourselves to being converted again to put
all our gifts and talents at the service of Christ’s Kingdom. In doing so, we can go home justified that
we are truly humble and that after we die we can see the abundant life that awaits us on the other
side.
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