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“Today a Saviour has been
born for you.”
Something to Think About

.”

Do you know where you were born?
Jesus was born in a stable which is like a barn. It’s where animals are kept.
Jesus didn’t have a crib. He was placed in a manger. A manger is like a trough that animals eat out of.
The Son of God was born in the most humble of places.

The Story
Mary and Joseph made a long journey to Bethlehem because the emperor wanted to count all the people.
It was time for Mary to have her baby but, there was no room anywhere for them to stay. One innkeeper
said that they could stay in the stable behind his inn, where the animals were kept. Jesus was born there
in the stable. Mary put some baby clothes on Jesus, and laid him in a manger. An angel shared the joyful
news with some shepherds who were watching their sheep in the nearby fields. Angels filled the sky,
praising God for the birth of Jesus.

The Scriptures
A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke

2:1-14

Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed in record books.
These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed.
So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea.
Long ago Bethlehem had been King David's hometown, and Joseph went there because he
was from David's family.
Mary was engaged to Joseph and travelled with him to Bethlehem.
She was soon going to have a baby, and while they were there, she gave birth to her firstborn Son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.
That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their sheep.
All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the brightness of the Lord's glory
flashed around them. The shepherds were frightened.
But the angel said, "Don't be afraid!
I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy.
This very day in King David's hometown a Saviour was born for you.
He is Christ the Lord. You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby
clothes and lying in a manger."
Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven
and joined in praising God.
They said: "Praise God in heaven!
Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God."
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Video
Click to watch the video.

The Story of Christmas
Group Discussion
Do you know where you were born? Talk to your family members about the day you were born.
When Jesus was born 2000 years ago, there was no electricity, no computers, no phones.
If Jesus had been born today, how do you think people would have spread the word about his
birth?

Praying for Others
Leader: Let us pray now for the leaders of our Church, our world, for those in our community
and for our own needs.
Reader 1: We pray for all new mothers. Lord, hear us.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader 2: We pray for grateful hearts to celebrate the gift of Jesus. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader 3: We pray for those who are sad or lonely at Christmas time. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader 4: We pray that we will recognise Jesus in the people around us. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader 5: We pray for our own needs. (Encourage children to compose their own prayers). Lord hear
us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: Loving God, listen to the prayers we make in the name of Jesus.
All: Amen.

Prayer
Dear God,
Thank you for the happiness of Christmas.
Thank you for special times with family and
friends, but most of all thank you for Jesus,
the greatest Christmas gift of all.
Amen.

Group Activity
NATIVITY PUPPETS
To celebrate Christmas Day, make some figurines of the Nativity
and act out the gospel story.
You will need: templates of nativity figures (2 pages) for each child
copied onto firm cardstock, paddle-pop sticks (10 per child),
coloured markers, sticky-tape, scissors.
1. Colour in the pictures of the figures for the Nativity scene.
2. Cut them out and sticky-tape a paddle-pop stick to the back of
each one to make a puppet.
3. Tell the Christmas story with a friend or family member.
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